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N=2168  Analysis is preliminary. 

 Figures 1-18: For All Students 
Figures 19-24: Specific to ECAS 
Figures 25-30: Specific to Oxford College  
Figures 31-36: Specific to GBS 
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Fig 1: What school are you currently enrolled in? Data for the College Council Grading 
System Survey was collected from 4/14/2020 to 4/22/2020. Of those that responded to the 
survey, 1716 students were in the Emory College of Arts and Sciences, 286 students were in 
Oxford College, 164 were in Goizueta Business School, and 2 were in Nell Hodgson Woodruff 
School of Nursing.  

 

Fig 2: What is your class year? The total undergraduate population of Emory University 
based on the most recent data publicly available is 8,079 students. Of those that responded to 
the survey, 719 were First-Year Students, 627 were Second-Year Students, 484 were Third-Year 
Students, and 338 were Fourth-Year Students. 
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Fig 3: If you are comfortable sharing, do you identify as a first-generation student? 
For those that responded to the survey, 491 students indicated “Yes,” 1532 students indicated 
“No,” and 145 Students that indicated “Prefer not to share.”  

  
Fig 4: If you are comfortable sharing, do you identify as a low-income student? For 
those that responded to the survey, 657 students indicated “Yes,” 1310 students indicated “No,” 
and 201 students that indicated “Prefer not to share.” 
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Fig 5: Are you an international student? For those that responded to the survey, there 
were 359 students that indicated “Yes” and 1809 students that indicated “No” to the question. 

 

 
Fig 6: Which type of program are you considering? Those that marked they were 
considering attending graduate school (1885 out of all) remarked interest in the following 
programs: Masters (742), Medical School (582), PhD Program (489), Law School (367), 
Business School (340), Public Health School (223), and Other (70).  
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Fig 7: Please select any of the following hardships that you feel may impact your 
academic success. The following are impacting students’ academic success: home 
responsibilities (1300), mental health issues (1163), reliable internet (975), financial insecurity 
(637), time zone differences (594), sick family and friends (516), access to technology (321), 
illness (275), food insecurity (246), safe home environment (232), and other (91).  

 
Fig 8: Is there a grading scheme you support that was not on this list? Open-ended 
survey responses (149) were all read and found 28 comments pertaining to P/F after final grades 
as well as a wide variety of alternative suggestions to provide a better solution. (* = variations)   
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Fig 9: Do you have any other feedback, comments, or suggestions? Open-ended 
survey responses (419) were all read and found 165 comments in some way requesting a more 
equitable option, 74 comments expressing the work already put in this semester or GPA effects, 
and 68 comments about how placing classes as S/U will be perceived. 

 
Fig 10: If presented with a choice between the current structure and universal 
pass/fail, which would you prefer? There were 1144 students that indicated that they 
would prefer the current structure and 1024 that indicated they would prefer universal pass/fail.  
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Fig 11: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For all students (2168) asked, students responded “Very 
Good” (198), “Good” (610), “Neutral” (729), “Poor” (516), and “Very Poor” (115).  

 

 
Fig 12: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For low-income students (657) asked, students responded 
“Very Good” (16), “Good” (118), “Neutral” (231), “Poor” (223), and “Very Poor” (69).  
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Fig 13: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For first-gen students (491) asked, students responded 
“Very Good” (13), “Good” (86), “Neutral” (169), “Poor” (168), and “Very Poor” (55).  

 

 
Fig 14: Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by First-Gen Status. 
Survey results found first-gen students significantly (p < .01) prefer universal P/F (12.19% of all) 
over the current structure, while students that are not first-gen significantly (p < .01) prefer the 
current structure (39.15% of all) over universal P/F.  
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Fig 15 Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by Low-Income Status. 
Survey results found low-income students significantly (p < .01) prefer universal P/F (16.76% of 
all) over the current structure, while students that are not low-income significantly (p < .01) 
prefer the current structure (34.63% of all) over universal P/F. 

 
Fig 16: Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by International Status. 
Survey results found international students significantly (p < .01) prefer the current structure 
(10.20% of all) over universal P/F, while students that are not international prefer the current 
structure (42.57% of all) over universal P/F.  
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Fig 17: Please rank these potential grading schemes. Double A and 4.0/No Credit 
policies were consistently ranked as top rank (762, 725) or second (733, 654). Current structure 
saw a total of 621 students ranking the option as top or second. Universal P/F saw 511 students 
ranking the option as top or second. GPA Floor had 330 of all students rank it top or second.  

 
Fig 18: Please indicate your support for the following grading schemes. Students of 
all divisions consistently supported Double A (1629) and 4.0/No Credit (1563) policies. Other 
grading policies were divisive with similar levels of students supporting versus not supporting 
the current structure (709, 630), universal P/F (870, 831), and GPA Floor (515, 701). 
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Fig 19: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For all those in Emory College of Arts and Sciences (1716) 
asked, students responded “Very Good” (163), “Good” (511), “Neutral” (546), “Poor” (403), and 
“Very Poor” (94). 

 
Fig 20: Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by First-Gen Status. 
Survey results found first-gen students significantly (p < .01) prefer universal P/F (12.30% of 
ECAS) over the current structure, while students that are not first-gen significantly (p < .01) 
prefer the current structure (39.71% of ECAS) over universal P/F.  
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Fig 21: Survey results found low-income students significantly (p < .01) prefer universal P/F 
(17.67% of ECAS) over the current structure, while students that are not low-income 
significantly (p < .01) prefer the current structure (34.75% of ECAS) over universal P/F. 

 

 
Fig 22: Survey results found international students significantly (p < .01) prefer the current 
structure (9.56% of ECAS) over universal P/F, while students that are not international prefer 
the current structure (43.15% of ECAS) over universal P/F. 
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Fig 23: Double A and 4.0/No Credit policies were consistently ranked as top rank (590, 589) or 
second (587, 513). Current structure saw a total of 488 students ranking the option as top or 
second. Universal P/F saw 398 students ranking the option as top or second. GPA Floor had 269 
of ECAS students rank it top or second.  

 
Fig 24: Students of Emory College of Arts and Sciences consistently supported Double A (1292) 
and 4.0/No Credit (1255) policies. Other grading policies were divisive with similar levels of 
students supporting versus not supporting the current structure (562, 510), universal P/F (687, 
658), and GPA Floor (421, 548). 
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Fig 25: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For all those in Oxford College (286) asked, students 
responded “Very Good” (20), “Good” (70), “Neutral” (118), “Poor” (68), and “Very Poor” (9). 

 

Fig 26: Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by First-Gen Status. 
Survey results found first-gen students prefer universal P/F (14.04% of Oxford College) over the 
current structure, while students that are not first-gen prefer the current structure (36.49% of 
Oxford College) over universal P/F. 
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Fig 27: Survey results found low-income students prefer universal P/F (13.68% of Oxford 
College) over universal P/F, while students that are not low-income prefer the current structure 
(33.33% of Oxford College) over universal P/F. 

 

 
Fig 28: Survey results found international students prefer the current structure (12.28% of 
Oxford College) over universal P/F, while students that are not international prefer universal 
P/F (42.11% of all) over the current structure. 
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Fig 29: Double A and 4.0/No Credit policies were consistently ranked as top rank (114, 80) or 
second (86, 95). Current structure saw a total of 82 students ranking the option as top or 
second. Universal P/F saw 70 students ranking the option as top or second. GPA Floor had 43 of 
Oxford College students rank it top or second.  

 
Fig 30: Students of Oxford College consistently supported Double A (210) and 4.0/No Credit 
(191) policies. Other grading policies were divisive with similar levels of students supporting 
versus not supporting the current structure (88, 77), universal P/F (119, 103), and GPA Floor 
(58, 102). 
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Fig 31: How would you rate the quality of your current environment & housing 
situation for academic success? For all those in Goizueta Business School (164) asked, 
students responded “Very Good” (15), “Good” (28), “Neutral” (65), “Poor” (44), and “Very Poor” (12). 

 

 
Fig 32: Breakdown on Current Structure vs Universal P/F by First-Gen Status. 
Survey results found first-gen students prefer the current structure (14.02% of GBS) over the 
universal P/F, while students that are not first-gen prefer the current structure (38.41% of GBS) 
over universal P/F. 
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Fig 33: Survey results found low-income students prefer the current structure (15.85% of GBS) 
over universal P/F, while students that are not low-income prefer the current structure (35.98% 
of GBS) over universal P/F. 

 

 
Fig 34: Survey results found international students prefer the current structure (13.41% of 
GBS) over universal P/F, while students that are not international prefer the current structure 
(42.68 of GBS) over universal P/F. 
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Fig 35: Double A and 4.0/No Credit policies were consistently ranked as top rank (57, 55) or 
second (59, 45). Current structure saw a total of 51 students ranking the option as top or second. 
Universal P/F saw 43 students ranking the option as top or second. GPA Floor had 18 of GBS 
students rank it top or second.  

 
Fig 36: Students of Goizueta Business School consistently supported Double A (125) and 
4.0/No Credit (115) policies. Other grading policies were divisive with similar levels of students 
supporting versus not supporting the current structure (59, 41), universal P/F (64, 69), and GPA 
Floor (36, 50). 
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Hypothesis Testing for Overall Data 
Group Number Favoring Current 

Structure (%) 
P-value 

Low-income Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
294 (44.7%) 
750 (57.3%) 

1.709e-07 

First-Generation 
Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
 

227 (46.2%) 
848 (55.4%) 

0.0004901 

International Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
221 (61.6%) 
922 (51.0%) 

0.000325 

 

Hypothesis Testing for Emory College of Arts and Sciences Data 
Group Number Favoring Current 

Structure (%) 
P-value 

Low-income Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
232 (43.4%) 
596 (58.0%) 

4.793e-08 

First-Generation 
Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
 

173 (45.0%) 
681 (55.8%) 

0.000284 

International Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
164 (61.7%) 
740 (51.1%) 

0.001862 

 

Hypothesis Testing for Oxford College Data 
Group Number Favoring Current 

Structure (%) 
P-value 

Low-income Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
36 (48.0%) 
95 (54.3%) 

0.4391 

First-Generation 
Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
 

31 (43.7%) 
104 (53.9%) 

0.182 

International Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
35 (66.0%) 
112 (48.3%) 

0.0291 
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Hypothesis Testing for Goizueta Business School Data 
Group Number Favoring Current 

Structure (%) 
P-value 

Low-income Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
26 (57.8%) 
59 (55.6%) 

0.9517 

First-Generation 
Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
 

23 (65.7%) 
63 (53.8%) 

0.2944 
 

International Status 
     Yes 
     No 

 
22 (55.0%) 
70 (56.5%) 

1 

 


