
IN THE STATE COURT OF DEKALB COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

JUSTIN YOO,

Plaintiff,

V. CIVIL ACTION
FILE NO; 19A77958

EMORY UNIVERSITY
& JOHN DOE (S) #1 - #5

Defendants. IURY TRIAL DEMANDED

COMPLAINT

COMES NOW JUSTIN YOO, plaintiff herein, and makes and files this complaint

against defendants EMORY UNIVERSITY and JOHN DOE(S) #1 — #5 as follows:

PARTIES AND IURISDICTION

1.

Plaintiff JUSTIN YOO is an adult citizen of the United States subject t0 the

jurisdiction 0f this court.

Defendant EMORY UNIVERSITY (”Emory”) is a domestic non-profit corporation

organized under the laws of the State of Georgia.

Service of process upon Emory may be perfected by serving its registered agent
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Amy Adelman at 201 Dowman Drive, 312 Administration Building, Atlanta, Dekalb

County, GA 30322.

4.

Defendant(s) John Doe(s) #1 - #5 are individual(s), partnership(s), entity(ies),

and/ 0r c0rp0ration(s), other than the named Defendants, involved in the subject matter

0f this Complaint and potentially liable t0 JUSTIN YOO for the injuries sustained on

January 23, 2018.

5.

Whenever in this Complaint it is alleged that any named Defendant did any act or

thing, it is meant that said Defendant’s officers, agents, servants, employees, contractors,

assigns or representatives did such act or thing and that at the time such act or thing was

done, it was done with the full authorization 0r ratification 0f said Defendants or was

done in the normal and routine course and scope 0f employment of said Defendants,

officers, agents, servants, employees, contractors, representatives 0r assigns.

6.

Jurisdiction and venue are proper in this court.

BACKGROUND

7.

On or about January 23, 2018, plaintiff JUSTIN YOO was severely and

permanently injured when a window in a common area of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon



house on the campus of Emory University suddenly fell and severed his right middle

finger.

8.

Plaintiff had never interacted with the window before, and at all times leading up

t0 and including the incident exercised reasonable care for his own personal safety.

9.

As a result 0f the incident, plaintiff suffered blunt force trauma, blood loss, and

the loss 0f his right middle finger. He has and will continue to have pain, stiffness and

loss 0f function in that finger as a result 0f this incident.

COUNT 1

NEGLIGENCE

10.

Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein the allegations contained in paragraphs

1 through 9 above as if fully restated.

11.

At all times relevant to this complaint, Emory owned, renovated, maintained, and

leased as student housing the SAE Fraternity House located along Eagle Row 0n the

Emory University campus.

12.

Defendants owed a duty t0 residents in campus housing t0 exercise reasonable

care in maintaining the facilities including windows located in common areas.
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13. 

Defendants were negligent in maintaining the window at issue. 

14. 

Defendants did not exercise reasonable care in their maintenance of the SAE 

Fraternity House in the following ways:  

a) In failing to properly inspect the windows to make sure they were in good 

working order prior to the arrival of students for winter semester 2018; 

b) In failing to properly maintain and repair the windows so they would not 

suddenly close when opened;  

c) In failing to properly warn invitees using the windows of the dangerous 

condition; 

d) In such other and further acts or failures to act as are identified prior to the 

entry of a pretrial order in this action. 

15. 

 The Defendants were aware, or in the exercise of reasonable diligence should  

have been aware of the dangerous condition presented by the windows of the SAE 

Fraternity House before the incident involving plaintiff occurred. 

16. 

The negligence of defendants was a proximate cause of plaintiff’s injuries. 

 



w
NUISANCE

17.

Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein the allegations contained in paragraphs

1 through 16 above as if fully restated.

18.

Defendants owned, renovated and maintained the SAE Fraternity House located

along Eagle Row 0n the Emory University campus.

19.

The condition 0f the window at issue constituted a nuisance under Georgia law.

20.

Despite actual 0r reasonably imputed knowledge, the defendants did not act to

alleviate the nuisance.

21.

The nuisance maintained by the defendants was a proximate cause of the

plaintiffs’ injuries.

DAMAGES

22.

Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein the allegations contained in paragraphs

1 through 21 above as if fully restated.
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23. 

As a result of defendants’ conduct, plaintiff has incurred past medical expenses 

exceeding $122,971.39 and will continue to incur medical expenses in the future.   

24. 

As a result of defendants’ conduct, plaintiff has incurred mental and physical pain 

and suffering and will continue to experience pain and suffering in the future. 

25. 

 As a result of defendants’ conduct, plaintiff will be permanently disfigured, 

injured and damaged. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that he have a trial on all issues and judgment 

against defendants as follows: 

(a) That plaintiff recover the full value of past and future medical expenses in 

an amount to be proven at trial; 

(b) That plaintiff recover for mental and physical pain and suffering and 

emotional distress in an amount to be determined by the enlightened conscience of the 

jury; 

(c) That plaintiff recover for his permanent disfigurement in an amount to be 

determined by the enlightened conscience of the jury;  

(d) That plaintiff recover such other and further relief as is just and proper; 

(e) That all issues be tried before a jury. 



This 5th day of December, 2019.

Hagen Rosskopf, LLC
119 N. McDonough Street

Decatur, Georgia 30030

(404) 522-7553

(404) 522—7744 - fax

Zach@hagen—law.com

/ s/Zacharv I. Nelson

Zachary J. Nelson

Georgia State Bar No. 425915

Attorney for the Plaintiff
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