
By AnjAli HuynH 
News Editor

With millions of votes still uncount-
ed, the fate of the presidency once 
again depends on a handful of states. 
The end of this election cycle, char-
acterized by a pandemic and the 
worst economic crisis since the Great 
Depression, marks a tipping point for 
many Americans who believe democ-
racy, racial justice, climate policy and 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandem-
ic hang in the balance.

While final results from many 
states will likely not be solidified for 
days due to large numbers of uncount-
ed mail-in ballots, news outlets indi-
cated early Wednesday morning that 
key swing states Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Pennsylvania will be pivotal in 
determining the winner. 

“We believe we’re on track to win 
this election,” former Vice President 
and Democratic challenger Joe Biden 
told supporters from Wilmington, Del. 
around 12:30 a.m. “It ain’t over till 
every vote is counted.”

Biden stated he would not declare 
victory preemptively, saying, “It’s not 
my place or Donald Trump’s place to 
determine who won.”

Minutes after Biden addressed 
his supporters, President Donald J. 
Trump tweeted, “We are up BIG, but 
they are trying to STEAL the Election. 
We will never let them do it. Votes can-
not be cast after the Polls are closed!” 

Trump spoke from the White House 
around 2:30 a.m. on Wednesday. He 
falsely claimed a “very sad group of 

people,” referring to Democrats, was 
“trying to disenfranchise” voters.

Lauding his campaign’s successes 
in Florida, Texas and Ohio, all of which 
are projected to go for Trump, Trump 
said, “We’re getting ready for a big 
celebration. … The results tonight have 
been phenomenal.”

Major news networks projected 

that Trump will win Florida, which 
has 29 electoral votes, past midnight. 
FiveThirtyEight reported Trump had 
“made gains” with Hispanic voters 
ahead of the election, which showed in 
Florida’s Miami-Dade county, where 
Trump won over Cuban-Americans, 
per NBC News exit polls. 

In Georgia, a pipe burst in a room of 

ballots at State Farm Arena in Fulton 
County on Tuesday morning, causing 
delays in the state’s results. Though the 
pipe burst did not damage any ballots, 
the predominantly democratic county 
halted counting ballots at 10:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday night with plans to resume 
in the morning. 

By Wednesday at 3 a.m., Trump led 

in Georgia at 50.5% compared to Biden 
at 48.3%, with 94% of votes reported 
from the Associated Press. 

Current polling indicates that 
incumbent Republican Senator David 
Perdue will win against Democratic 
challenger Jon Ossoff, with Perdue 
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PRESIDENCY HANGS IN BALANCE
WARNOCK, LOEFFLER ADVANCE TO SENATE RUNOFF

Courtesy of the White house NatioNal arChives

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden (left) and U.S. President Donald Trump (RigHt). No clear winner has been 
determined as of early Wednesday morning, with millions of ballots still to be counted. 

Emory Police 
Bans Chokeholds

By ninAd KulKARni
News Editor

Emory Police Department (EPD) 
will implement a dashboard of the 
department’s data, including the 
status and findings of investiga-
tions and the demographics of those 
involved within the next few weeks,  
according to EPD Chief Rus Drew. 
Emory ID will not be required to 
access the database.

All “pertinent” EPD policies, includ-
ing use-of-force guidelines, investiga-
tion procedures and body-camera 
protocol, are now publicly available 
through the department’s website. 
Policies posted on the site were issued 
beginning in June 2020 and include 
a complete ban on chokeholds. The 
only previous scenario when choke-
holds were permitted were encounters 
in which “it is the officer’s life or the 
third party.”

“We recently went through our 
chokehold policy after [George Floyd’s 
death],” Drew said, in his first inter-
view with the Wheel since he was 
hired in 2016. “It was previously built 
off the national standard, which was 
that chokeholds are prohibited unless 

it’s the life of the officer or third party. 
No chokeholds are permitted now.”

The announcement came after the 
Justice and Sustainability Associates’ 
(JSA) evaluation of the department’s 
policies and protocols. 

JSA, a non-profit organization, 
was hired by the University over the 
summer to evaluate EPD’s policies fol-
lowing demands from the Coalition 
of Black Organizations and Clubs 
(CBOC). 

CBOC representatives did not 
respond to requests for an interview 
by press time.

Other changes include a new 
requirement that an officer should 
intervene if another officer uses exces-
sive force and that officers, “when 

Rus
Drew, 
Chief of 
Emory Police 
Department

sarah Davis/CoNtributiNg

Students at Oxford College found messages endorsing President Donald J. Trump in front of 
Seney Hall on Election Day. The chalkings were later washed away by students.

Trump Chalkings Elicit Outcry at Oxford
By SARAH dAviS

Staff Writer

On Election Day, students at Oxford 
College encountered pro-Trump 
chalkings in front of the student cen-
ter and Seney Hall, sparking indigna-
tion. Some of the messages read “Keep 
Georgia Red,” “MAGA” and “Trump 
4 Prez 2020,” and were signed by 
“Underground Republicans.”  

A Trump-Pence sign hung from a 
tree outside of Fleming Residential 
Hall and was later set on fire. 

Similar occurrences transpired on 
Emory’s Atlanta campus in March 
2016, when chalkings in support of 
then-presidential candidate Donald 
Trump were found throughout cam-
pus. The event sparked student pro-
tests and garnered national atten-

tion. The Emory University Standing 
Committee for Open Expression pro-
tected the contents of the chalkings.

Claire Todaro (22Ox) and Laura 
Zvinys (22Ox) took down the Trump-
Pence sign after they discovered it. 
They threw the sign in the trash and 
were cheered on by other students 
walking by. 

See EPD, Page 2See STUDENTS, Page 5

See KEY, Page 3
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By MAttHew SoMeKH
Contributing Writer

When the University released the 
spring semester plan on Oct. 15, nota-
bly without any academic holidays, 
many students expressed concern 
about deteriorating  mental health and 
burnout.

“Because COVID cases are low, 
administration insists that everything 
on campus is fine,” on-campus first-
year Kara Swain (24C) said. “But in 
reality, a lot of students are really suf-
fering mentally, leaving them far from 
the college experience they tradition-
ally envisioned.”

The University released a second 
email on Oct. 15 announcing three 
mental health days during the spring. 
At a town hall on Oct. 16, Interim 
Provost Jan Love stated that because 
professors may still assign work on 
these days, students would have to 
“plan ahead” to ensure they can truly 
rest.

As of September, Emory’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) experienced a 71% increase 
in appointments, leading to an  
increased variety of services,  
particularly for students outside of 
Georgia. 

The spring announcement came 
after what the University saw as a 
“successful” fall semester with no out-
breaks and minimal cases. No aca-
demic breaks, the University reasoned 
over the summer, would discourage 
travel and prevent new cases from 

reaching campus. 
While the condensed calendar 

has contributed to relatively low case 
numbers, week after week of essays, 
tests and projects with no break has 
pushed many students to their break-
ing point, leaving some to consider  
whether another five months of  
continuous school is worth the mental 
toll. 

Students feel they have almost no 
time to relax or care for their men-
tal health because the stream of new 
school work is nonstop.

“This semester has been really jar-
ring,” Mina Loudermilk (24C) said. 
“Between managing practice with 
my classes I barely have any time for 
myself.”

Given the collective stress endured 
by students throughout the semes-
ter, students pushed back when the 
University announced its plan to con-
tinue the condensed calendar into the 
spring. 

“I felt disheartened after reading 
the email announcing the plans for 
the spring semester,” Loudermilk said. 
“The thought of going another semes-
ter without a break seems scary.”

Nadine Jarrar (24C), a student 
studying remotely in Jordan, which is 
seven hours ahead of Atlanta, echoed 
Loudermilk’s sentiments. 

“Having to stay up every night far 
past midnight to finish the work for 
all of my classes has been a challenge,” 
Jarrar said. “Working every day non-
stop has hurt my mental health, leav-
ing me stressed and tired.”

While administrators did address 
the concerns of movement on and off 
campus, many students believe their 
response to burnout was insensitive.

“After hearing what Provost Love 
had to say about rest days, I began to 
feel like administration was not listen-
ing to student’s voices regarding men-
tal health,” Loudermilk said. 

Emory College Dean Michael Elliott 
told the Wheel that professors will not 
be allowed to assign work on the three 
mental health days allotted into the 
calendar, alleviating some students’ 
worries. 

“I think the mental health days will 
be a good time to unwind from my 
busy schedule,” Jarrar said.

Some fear these rest days may not 
be truly restful, arguing they will be 
nothing more than another day to 
study.

“I understand that Emory’s inten-
tions were to keep mental health days 
in the middle of the week in order 
to prevent travel,” Swain said. “But 
given the nature of these days and the 
nature of the student body at Emory, it  
is fairly obvious that these days  
will just turn into another day for  
students to finish assignments and 
study.”

Oxford students have also expressed 
distaste with the spring semester’s 
provisions. 

After meeting with her peers, 
Oxford College sophomore Mykiah 
Carrington-Zurita (21Ox) wrote a 
letter to administrators demand-
ing the return of Oxford second-year  

students in the spring with a reduction 
in tuition and textbook prices. 

The letter spoke of increasing men-
tal health problems and called for 
improved communication with the 
Oxford student body.

Outside of the underclassman per-
spective, Resident Advisors (RAs) 
have also struggled with the con-
densed semester.

“Traditionally, breaks are a chance 
for RAs to relax and unwind from the 
job,” Claire Garcia (22B), an RA in 
Longstreet-Means Hall, said. “But this 
semester we are constantly facing the 
pressure of being a RA.”

Elliott acknowledged these con-
cerns and said that the administration 
is actively trying to cater to student 
mental health, but current circum-

stances means some compromise is 
necessary.

“In a pandemic environment, very 
difficult decisions need to be made 
that all involve trade-offs, resulting in 
some negative consequences,” Elliott 
said.

The three rest days were the most 
administrators could allow to prevent 
the semester extending further.

“I realize that three one-day 
breaks do not equal a five-day spring 
break,” Elliott said. “But this was  
the maximum that we could do offi-
cially without extending the semester 
further into the summer.”

— Contact Matthew Somekh at 
msomekh@emory.edu

illustratioN by amy Xia

As students work for months with no academic breaks, many 
feel like they are running a never-ending mental marathon.

Students Battle Mental Burnout, Lambast Lack of Breaks

practical,” should provide verbal com-
mands before using excessive force.

Following the recent publication of 
the department’s use-of-force statis-
tics, Drew said improvements can be 
made during officer training, which 
takes place during semester breaks.

EPD used or 
threatened the use 
of force on 24 occa-
sions since 2015, 
with three instances 
involving students. 
No officer has 
caused the death 
or bodily injury of 
any individual since 
the department’s 
inception. 

When asked 
about the distrust that Black students 
have for EPD because of their experi-
ences with police departments in their 
hometowns, Drew stressed that com-
munication is key to overcoming those 
sentiments.

“Unfortunately, I think that’s where 
we’re at, that they truly feel we’re a 
threat,” Drew said. “We have to work 
that much harder to figure out new 
and creative ways to put ourselves into 
those spaces where we’re communi-
cating with students and hopefully be 
able to develop that level of trust.”

EPD plans to collect and publicize 
demographic information of individu-
als in traffic stop-and-search activity 
after the department adopts a system 
to determine an individual’s race. 
Current reporting procedures were 
built in adherence to local and federal 
requirements, which do not include 
demographic data. Additionally, 
Georgia driver’s licenses do not indi-
cate the race of the holder, and Drew 

added that they do not want officers to 
make any assumptions.

“We’re going to have conversa-
tions with some of the states that have 
done this for a while,” Drew said. “We 
want to be thoughtful in how that gets 
managed.”

EPD is also creating a new com-
munity advisory group 
composed of adminis-
trators, students, fac-
ulty and staff that will 
engage with the public. 

Drew stressed the 
importance of clear 
communication from 
EPD, noting the depart-
ment tends to solely 
communicate after 
a criminal incident 
occurs.

The department “excels” in respond-
ing to mental health crises, Drew said. 
EPD requires annual 40-hour training 
certification for officers.

“Around 20 years ago, we were one 
of the first in the state of Georgia 
to have officers trained in crisis  
intervention,” Drew said, adding 
that officers more frequently handle 
crisis intervention scenarios due to 
their proximity to Emory University 
Hospital.

When asked about present-
ing an award in 2015 to an officer 
who shot and killed Zikarious Flint, 
an allegedly armed Black man at 
Columbus State University (Ga.),  
Drew said he could not 
see himself doing this  
today. He still believes, however, that 
the use of force by the officer against 
Flint was justified.

— Contact Ninad Kulkarni at 
nkulka7@emory.edu

EPD to Form Community 
Advisory Group

Continued from Page 1

EPD plans to collect 
and publicize 
demographic 

information of 
individuals in traffic 

stop-and-search 
activity.
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By MAdiSon HopKinS
Contributing Writer

lAteSt CASeS

The University reported 15 new 
cases since Oct. 23. Nine of the cases 
were off-campus, comprising seven 
students, one faculty and one staff. 
The other six consisted of one student 
living in Clairmont Undergraduate 
Residential Center, two staff mem-
bers at the Health Sciences Research 
Building, one staff at Emory University 
Hospital and two staff at Emory Clinic 
1525.

The U.S. continues to produce 
record daily highs in recorded corona-
virus cases. Sharon Rabinovitz, execu-
tive director of Emory Student Health 
Services, believes this will have an 
impact on the number of cases on 
campus, but that the systems already 
in place, such as weekly testing and the 
campus community compact, should 
help “mitigate” the spread.

“That’s why it’s so important that 
everyone continues even more than 
ever, physically distancing, washing 
their hands, wearing their mask,” she 
said.

tHe lAteSt in teSting

Hurricane Zeta passed through 
Georgia in the early morning of Oct. 
29, causing widespread power out-

ages. The Emory Conference Center 
Hotel lost power as a result of the 
storm, causing all COVID-19 testing 
scheduled to occur there on Thursday 
and Friday to relocate to the Woodruff 
Physical Education Center.

For on-campus students returning 
home for winter break, it is impor-
tant to “time your test to around the 
time that you’ll be leaving campus,” 
Rabinovitz said, to prevent trans-
mitting the virus to others at home. 
Further communication regard-
ing testing and departing campus is 
forthcoming.

flu vACCineS

The flu vaccine will be required for 
all students returning to campus in the 
spring, Rabinovitz said. Students may 
receive the vaccine through Student 
Health or another provider. Students 
receiving their vaccine elsewhere will 
need to provide proof that they did so.

“Everybody who does get a flu shot 
outside of student health needs to keep 
their documentation,” she advised.

According to Rabinovitz, no flu 
cases have yet been documented on 
Emory’s campus. “Prevalence is very, 
very low and we haven’t had any cases 
as of yet. We want to just keep it that 
way.”

— Contact Madison Hopkins at 
mhopki6@emory.edu

Rabinovitz: Testing to Mitigate Campus Spread Amid Nationwide Surge

several points higher than Ossoff 
at 51% of the 90% vote reported. In 
recent weeks, the Senate race had 
drawn closer, with latest polls prior to 
the election putting the two candidates 
on relatively even footing.

The special election to fill Georgia’s 
other senate seat vacated by former 
Sen. Johnny Isakson in 2019, however, 
will head to a runoff, as leading candi-
dates Senator Kelly Loeffler (R-Ga.), 
Reverend Raphael Warnock and 
Representative Doug Collins (R-Ga.) 
failed to secure the necessary 50% of 
the vote to win the election outright. 

Collins conceded at approximately 
10:30 p.m. and endorsed Loeffler via 
Twitter, writing, “Raphael Warnock 
would be a disaster for Georgia and 
America.”

Warnock spoke to supporters in 
a speech on Tuesday night prior to 
Collins’ concession that he believed he 
would face a runoff election against 
either Collins or Loeffler.

“Over the next two months, you’re 
going to see the petty and personal 
attacks that have become too much 
a part of the culture of Washington,” 
Warnock said. “While they tear me 
down, I’m going to be busy trying to 
lift the families of Georgia up.”

Nikema Williams won Georgia’s 5th 
Congressional District with almost 
85% of the vote, successfully filling 
former Rep. John Lewis’ seat.

Emory political groups were hesi-
tant to comment on the results in 
Georgia and nationwide, instead 
focused on energizing their bases and 
lauding voter turnout despite per-
ceived suppression efforts.

“What they want us to do is to 
lose hope,” Young Democrats of Emory 
President Alex Chanen (21B) said. “We 
are not doing that. It is clear that this 
election is far from over, and it will not 
be over until we count every vote.”

Chanen applauded Emory students’ 
turnout but noted that the University 
“failed to provide an adequate plan 
to allow Emory students, faculty and 
staff the time to vote.” He also criti-

cized the election not being “free and 
fair” due to voter suppression efforts. 

Fair Fight Emory President Alexis 
Greenblatt (21C) echoed Chanen’s 
statements, saying she personally 
knew many individuals who experi-
enced difficulties while trying to vote.

“It’s very obvious that the main 
Republican strategy for victory is to 
suppress the vote as much as pos-

sible,” Greenblatt said. “Unfortunately, 
they’re very good at it and so many 
Americans who tried to vote were not 
able to this year for a multitude of 
reasons.”

College Republicans President 
Jasmine Jaffe (22C) would not com-
ment on election results by press time, 
but added that College Republicans 
believed a result would be present by 
Wednesday morning.

“We are happy to see such high 
turnout from both parties across the 
country, and we hope that the results 
exemplify how enthusiastic Americans 
are about our country’s democratic 
process,” Jaffe said.

Biden made his first bid for the 
presidency in 1984 when he was 42 
years old. Unsuccessful, he ran for 
president again in 1988, when he gar-
nered only two votes at the Democratic 
national convention. When he ran for a 
third time in 2008, he won just 1.4% of 
the New Hampshire primary vote and 
dropped out soon after.

Former President Barack Obama 
later selected Biden as his running 

mate, and Biden subsequently served 
as vice president for the next eight 
years.

In his fourth time running for presi-
dent, Biden presented himself as a 
candidate who could bring a “return 
to normalcy.” He pushed back on pro-
gressive policies like Medicare for All 
and universal free college, focusing 
instead on a message of unity and few 
specific policy proposals prior to being 
named the Democratic presidential 
nominee. 

Trump, by contrast, repeatedly 
decried his opponent as a “socialist” 
and asserted his administration would 
have a COVID-19 vaccine “very soon.” 
He’s faced immense scrutiny over the 
past several months for his admin-
istration’s often-dismissive coronavi-
rus response: byf publication time, 
the U.S. reported over nine million 
COVID-19 cases and 230,000 deaths. 

Biden heavily criticized Trump’s 
handling of the pandemic, telling vot-
ers in the Oct. 22 presidential debate 
that “people are learning to die with 
[COVID-19]” due to the Trump admin-
istration’s negligence. 

An October Gallup study showed 
that nine in 10 Americans believed 
candidates’ positions on the economy 
were crucial to their vote. Under the 
Trump administration, the U.S. has 
seen a major recession as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Amid incomplete election results, 
protests began in major cities across 
the country, with individuals arrested 
in Washington, D.C., Portland and 
Seattle. 

Businesses nationwide, including in 
Atlanta, boarded up windows prior to 
Nov. 3 in preparation for demonstra-
tions following the election.

The Atlanta Police Department 
stated on Tuesday via Twitter that 
while there were “no verified threats 
to indicate that violent activity is being 
planned,” they would remain vigilant 
in preparation for possible protests.

— Contact Anjali Huynh at 
alhuynh@emory.edu 
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Druid Hills High School polling station (top). Voters line up to cast 
their ballots on the morning of Election Day (BottoM).
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“What they want us 
to do is to lose hope. 

It is clear that this 
election is far from 
over, and it will not 

be over until we count 
every vote.”

— Alex Chanen (21B), 
President of Young 

Democrats of Emory
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Del Rio Combats Misinformation
By CAelAn BAiley

Contributing Writer

A leading infectious disease expert, 
Executive Associate Dean of Emory 
University School of Medicine Carlos 
del Rio has done hundreds of media 
interviews with CNN, CNBC and other 
media outlets since the COVID-19 
outbreak.

During the pandemic, del Rio has 
worked as a doctor and researcher 
at Grady Memorial Hospital, treat-
ing patients and performing vaccine 
research. 

“These two activities have been 
accelerating and quite taxing,” del Rio 
wrote. “Early on, it was not easy to see 
patients deteriorate in front of your 
eyes with not much to offer them as 
therapy.”

Del Rio told the Wheel that he 
sees himself as “a disease detective.” 
Before this year, del Rio specialized in 
research on the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
and was called on as a national expert 
by prominent media outlets. 

COVID-19, however, has presented 
new challenges. While del Rio said he 
had to “develop a thick skin,” the mixed 
reactions to his initial nationally tele-
vised appearances about COVID-19 
prevention were concerning to him.

“I hear from colleagues and others 
saying things like ‘thank you, you have 
been a voice of reason’ etc., but I also 
have my share of people that as soon as 
I appear on CNN or anything send me 
nasty emails,” del Rio said. “At some 
point in time, I was even threatened 
by some emails saying, ‘We’re gonna 
kill you,’.”

Director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Anthony Fauci also received similar 
threats after promoting public health 
messages about COVID-19. Del Rio 
attributes the hostile response to the 
“very divisive” political landscape.

“We have an obligation as physicians 
and epidemiologists, as public health 
experts, to really try to get information 
out there.” del Rio said. “What I have 
found exhausting about this pandemic 
compared to others is how much we 
are doing both combating a virus and 
combating misinformation.”

Throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic, conspiracy theories like those 
in the viral film “Plandemic” have pro-
liferated across social media.

“This is the first pandemic of social 
media,” del Rio said. “Nowadays it’s 
like you’re getting a barrage of mis-
information daily, and I think that’s 
really hard.”

Being active on Twitter himself, del 
Rio sees social media as an important 
tool for public experts to utilize. Before 
news appearances, he considers sur-
veying the site his “Twitter briefing” to 
understand the misinformation being 
spread.

“I see us as having an obligation to 
engage in social media because that’s 
really about the only way we can actu-
ally engage appropriately with people,” 
del Rio said.

Del Rio spoke about COVID-19 a 
Feb. 18 lecture to Emory community 
members, believing at the time that 
the disease would be contained to 
China. He described the March and 
April outbreak in New York City as “a 
wake-up call” to the seriousness of the 
threat.

He advised organizations like the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the 
National College Athletic Association 
and the Atlanta Committee for 
Progress to cancel public gatherings in 
early March at a time when many still 
did not take the virus seriously.

In regards to public health condi-
tions people should expect for a return 
to normal, del Rio explained people 
shouldn’t expect typical life to return, 
even with a vaccine.

“Rather than normal, we’re going to 
have to think about this new normal 
of masks, of social distancing continu-
ing,” del Rio said. “Once vaccines get 
out and we get more vaccines into the 
community, I think we will be reach-
ing more of a new normal condition. 
But I think it’s going to take us time to 
get there.”

Del Rio emphasized that social dis-
tancing entails long-term measures, 
pointing to European outbreaks now 
leading countries back into lockdowns.

“Europe did a tremendous job con-
trolling the virus, and they dropped 
the guard down, and see where they 
are now,” del Rio said. “It’s a good 
reminder of, you can’t say we’re done 
with this virus.”

In the U.S., del Rio said he’s “very 
concerned” with the current peak in 
cases. On Nov. 3, the country record-
ed 74,236 COVID-19 cases and 427 
deaths, bringing total cases to 9.3 mil-
lion and deaths to 231,182.

“I’m just very concerned that we’re 

not heading in the right direction,” del 
Rio continued. “We’re not doing a good 
job managing the infection, and I just 
think that we have to do a better job 
of taking this seriously because other-
wise we need to be prepared for a lot of 
people dying.”

While research efforts have 
informed better COVID-19 treatments, 
del Rio said the decline in mortality 
rates is also due to younger and less 
advanced patients being hospitalized. 
He noted in the hospital, he often finds 
a community that understands the 
gravity of COVID-19.

“At the beginning of the pandemic 
we were hearing, you know all the 
health care workers, and they were 
cheering, and heroes, and honestly, a 
lot of us in health care are pretty sick 
of that,” del Rio said. “We want people 
just to do the right thing, to wear their 
masks, not get sick. So I think there’s a 
lot of health care exhaustion.”

Del Rio remains optimistic about 
the impact of increased mask wear-
ing in Georgia. In August, Georgia 
Gov. Brian Kemp began allowing local 
mask mandates in the state, with 25 
now passed in state, including Atlanta.

“In Georgia, we are seeing an 
increase in cases, but we’re not having 
the outbreak that they’re having in the 
middle of the country,” del Rio said. 

At Emory University, del Rio said 
students have done “fairly well” in 
comparison to other colleges nation-
wide. While fall outbreaks are being 
driven by younger adults, del Rio said 
the situation is an opportunity to “be 
active agents of change.”

“Young people can actually make a 
difference,” del Rio said. “Let’s have 
the young people helping us figure out 
what we need to do because at the end 
of the day I think if we do this right, we 
can actually end this together.”

— Contact Caelan Bailey at 
cjbail3@emory.edu
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Infectious disease expert Carlos del Rio has utilized Twitter 
to combat disinformation surrounding COVID-19.

Political Messages Shroud Oxford Campus

Students Erase 
Chalkings

Amanda Przygonska (21Ox) was 
taken aback when she saw the sign 
hanging outside Fleming. She said that 
she had woken up on Election Day 
hopeful when she saw people offering 
transportation to the polls on social 
media. 

“That person took the time out of 
their day to climb that tree and put 
that sign up just to make people mad,” 
Przygonska said. 

Elena Juarez (21Ox) believed the 
pro-Trump messages were placed to 
provoke the liberal students on cam-
pus, stating the signs “invaded people’s 
safe spaces.”

“It’s just to disrespect other people’s 
opinions,” Juarez said. “You can wear 
it, you can display it on you as your 
person and your personal property, 
but I don’t think invading other peo-
ple’s space, especially this campus, 
should be allowed, and it’s just disre-
spectful to the other people.”

Emory College Republicans 
President Jasmine Jaffe (22C) called 
the erasure and destruction of the 
messages censorship and warned that 
students should be conscious that 
there may be external consequences 

if they are caught “violating students’ 
free speech.” 

“We saw it back in 2016 on the 
main campus where people were writ-
ing ‘Trump 2016’ at the time and the 
University had a big discussion about 
it,” Jaffe said. “Some students fail to 
understand that free speech is not just 
speech that you like, it’s also speech 
that you don’t like.”

Jaffe fully supports the individual’s 
show of support for Trump and hopes 
the administration will also support 
the individual’s right to free speech.

“From what I know about president 
Fenves, I would expect him to support 
the free speech rights of Oxford cam-
pus,” Jaffe said. “If not, this is some-
thing that would be far more serious 
and something that we would really 
have to look into more.”

Several Oxford students wrote mes-
sages such as “PATRIOT ≠ BIGOT,” 
“Men of quality don’t fear equality” 
and “HAVE A SOUL” around the Make 
America Great Again chalkings out-
side of Seney Hall and Fleming Hall. 

— Contact Sarah Davis at 
sgdavi4@emory.edu

Photos by Sarah Davis
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By uliA AHn
Contributing Writer

After 13 years in Emory Village, 
Rise-n-Dine, a breakfast and lunch 
restaurant, announced on Oct. 
30 through their Instagram that it 
will close permanently as a result of 
COVID-19 related financial losses. 
Although the restaurant was work-
ing with its landlord to extend rent 
deadlines, it could not keep up with 
the expenses after closing in-person 
dining in March. 

“We got out of the lease but we 
know the landlord wants us back and 
we’d like to be back,” George Basco, 
manager of Rise-n-Dine for 10 years, 
told the Wheel. “We’ve seen a dozen 
places come into Emory Village. If 
there are spaces still open, then there 
are possibilities.”

Rise-n-Dine is the second busi-
ness in Emory Village to close since 
the start of the pandemic, following 
Lucky’s Burger and Brew’s closure in 
May. Although there were measures to 
boost business through virtual events 
and community outreach since March, 
the “palpable impact of COVID-19 is 
the economic devastation of the busi-
nesses,” Todd Hill, chair of the Emory 
Village Alliance, wrote in a statement.

Basco knew the fall semester would 
attract fewer students than normal 
because only first-years were invited 
back to campus. He agreed with the 
University’s decision and praised the 
lack of a large outbreak.

“I am really grateful that Emory 
did the right thing,” Basco said. “I 
had faith in them handling it well and 
that’s how I knew we would not be 
open with the volume of people com-
ing to order.”

Rise-n-Dine was known for its retro 
atmosphere and social justice advo-
cacy. Their front doors proudly donned 
a sticker that read “all are welcome.” 

“We intentionally reached out to 
diverse audiences so we could create 
a place that wouldn’t just welcome 
everybody, but would make you feel at 
home from wherever you were from,” 
Basco said.

“One of the reasons I loved them 
is they are incredibly supportive of 
everyone and their identity,” Frank 
Gaertner, Associate Director of 
Academic Advising said. “The way 
they paid the staff and ran the restau-
rant … they provided a great example 
of how you can operate a business with 

a social justice mindset.” 
Many students would frequent 

Rise-n-Dine for midweek breaks and 
celebratory meals. Faculty could also 
be seen taking students out for meals 
and conversations. 

“It was a really valued part of 
Emory’s community,” said John Moon 
(22B), who reminisced on his visits to 
Rise-n-Dine with friends. “It seemed 
to be the premiere restaurant of the 
village other than maybe Falafel King 
… I hope [the staff] are doing alright.”

Nearly 32,000 small restaurants 
have closed nationwide since the start 
of the pandemic, with 61% permanent-
ly closed, Yelp found. Business owners 
and employees alike have been con-
cerned over the limited budget for per-
sonal protection equipment provided 
by Congress. The most recent stimulus 
package passed in early October allo-
cated $3.4 trillion for stimulus checks, 
small business payroll support and 
unemployment insurance. 

When asked about whether Rise-
n-Dine would reopen in the future, 
Basco couldn’t provide an answer. He 
and his business partner have been 
in the restaurant industry for over a 
decade, and he noted that if there was 
any time to take a break, it would be 
now. 

“It was more than a restaurant to 
me … It was a magical space,” Gaertner 
added. “I really hope they open anoth-
er restaurant when this clears because 
I need that space in my life.”

Basco encouraged the community 
to continue to support local businesses 
and Black-owned businesses.

“I hope Emory students, faculty and 
staff will continue to support indepen-
dent restaurants as gloriously as they 
supported us,” he said.

— Contact Ulia Ahn at 
usahn@emory.edu

By CAelAn BAiley
Contributing Writer

Frustrated and confused, Oxford 
College sophomores have pushed back 
against the University leaving them 
without a final semester on campus.

Students demand the University 
reprioritize the 75 additional on-
campus spots and provide increased 
remote support for the spring semes-
ter. The spring plan, which prioritiz-
es first-years to live on campus, was 
made to maintain “continuity with this 
fall semester,” according to the Oxford 
website.

In an Oct. 30 email to the Wheel, 
Oxford Dean Douglas Hicks wrote, 
“We currently expect that, based on 
academic and other requests to live 
on campus, that the majority of addi-
tional students living on campus in the 
spring will be sophomores.”

While student organizers wrote 
letters and protested on social 
media, they did not coordinate with 
the Oxford Student Government 
Association (SGA). Oxford SGA sepa-
rately advocated for reallocating the 75 
on-campus spots to sophomores, but 
students have been largely unaware of 
the University’s plans to reprioritize 
sophomores.

Oxford SGA President Eleanor Liu 
(21Ox) wrote in a Nov. 1 email to the 
Wheel that she “was not aware” of 
administrators’ expected reallocation, 
noting Oxford SGA passed an Oct. 
21 resolution to reorder prioritization 
for the 75 additional on-campus spots 
before Hicks’ statement.

“Our goal of more spots for second 
years could be achieved organically 
through the housing application and 
decision process without explicit real-
location,” Liu wrote.

SGA’s resolution requested that 
additional on-campus spots for the 
spring semester go to international 
students and others with extenuat-
ing circumstances determined by the 
College, then remote sophomores fol-
lowed by freshmen.

The resolution lists reasons for the 
reprioritization, including first-years’ 
initial opportunity to secure a spot 
on campus in the fall, tensions result-
ing from first-years significantly out-
numbering sophomores on campus 
and upholding traditions facilitated by 
sophomores on campus. 

Liu said the University did not con-
sult SGA on its spring decision.

Student organizer Mykiah 
Carrington-Zurita (21Ox) has sepa-
rately led protests. Directly after the 
Oct. 16 town hall, sophomores started 

organizing in an informal Zoom call. 
Carrington-Zurita created a Google 
document for those interested to pen a 
letter to administrators.

“As the meeting progressed, you 
could see the almost despair, this 
disappointment with a lot of the 
students,” Carrington-Zurita said. 
“[Administrators] told us [the deci-
sion], but they never gave us an 
explanation.” 

The night of Oct. 16, Carrington-
Zurita emailed the letter to 14 mem-
bers of the Dean’s Council, including 
Hicks, and encouraged other students 
to follow suit.

The email outlined five griev-
ances: lack of on-campus resources 
for student mental health and pass-
fail grading, dismissal of alternatives 
like hotels to allow sophomores on 
campus, exorbitant tuition and text-
book costs, and lack of administrative 
transparency.

Carrington-Zurita and Jazmine 
Charnin (21Ox), another student 
organizer, have since launched an 
Instagram account called Oxford 
Unite, with 62 followers, including 
Oxford SGA.

“This is not so much about reversing 
the fact that sophomores can’t go back 
on campus, but I think it’s more about 
addressing what’s in the future,” Liu 
wrote, noting that SGA did not endorse 
Oxford Unite. 

During the Oct. 16 town hall, 
Carrington-Zurita said administrators 
did not fully address student concerns, 
and called the Zoom setting that disal-
lowed unmuting and answered pre-
selected questions,“censorship.”

Carrington-Zurita and Charnin said 
they understood COVID-19 has pre-
sented new challenges for administra-
tors, but they were disappointed by the 
lack of thorough explanations.

“It’s apparent that they brought 
back freshmen because we can’t trans-
fer to another school. That felt like, 
‘Oh, money is guiding your decision,’ 

to us. And we only got one semester. 
That’s like we never went to Oxford.”

Vaishnavi Reddy (21Ox) called 
administrator responses “almost like 
gaslighting,” referencing dismissal of 
a tuition reduction, pass-fail changes, 
reconsideration of hotel housing and 
on-campus spot reallocation.

“There’s a reason we’re at Oxford,” 
Reddy said. “I don’t think the Atlanta 
sophomores are the same because they 
still get to experience the same things 
later.”

In an Oct. 22 email to the student 
body, Hicks announced spring “rest 
days” planned for Feb. 17, March 16 
and April 14 that are “designed to be 
free of scheduled classes and academic 
assignments.”

When asked about current demands, 
Charnin listed grade forgiveness and 
an academic break, saying, “I want to 
hear an actual plan, not that ‘you’re 
getting the same education.’”

Liu said SGA is interested in push-
ing the University to implement a pass-
fail policy. In an Oct. 28 email to the 
Wheel, Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs Valerie Molyneaux wrote that 
College has considered implementing 
a pass-fail grading option for students 
on a permanent basis prior to the 
pandemic but “it’s not likely to make 
it through the process before spring 
term.”

Molyneaux reiterated that the tem-
porary pass-fail option was an “emer-
gency measure” last semester. “Oxford 
leadership has welcomed student 
input,” she said, referencing increased 
financial aid and remote course sup-
port programs.

In a Nov. 2 email, Liu asked 
Molyneaux to meet with the APPC to 
discuss the potential to pass the policy 
in the spring as a “trial run” for a more 
permanent basis and to alleviate stu-
dent stress. 

— Contact Caelan Bailey at 
cjbail3@emory.edu

Rise-n-Dine Closes 
After 13 Years
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Facing student pressure, Oxford administrators are 
considering reallocating 75 additional on-campus housing.

aNeri Patel/CoNtributiNg

Rise-n-Dine at Emory Village

By tAniKA deuSKAR
Senior Staff Writer

An undergraduate-wide referen-
dum to decrease the Student Activity 
Fee (SAF) to $0 for the spring semes-
ter passed with 98% of a total of 940 
votes on Oct. 27. The vote move follows 
the Student Government Association’s 
(SGA) decision to reduce the fall 
semester SAF from $110 to $82 in 
light of financial burdens imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The bill to reduce the SAF was spon-
sored by College Council (CC) third-
year legislator and ranking member of 
the legislature Mo Singhal (22C), CC 
second-year legislator Joseph Banko 
(23C) and Oxford-Atlanta liaison 
Alyssa Stegall (21Ox). The SGA leg-
islature unanimously passed the bill 
for the first time on Oct. 25 and a 
second time on Oct. 26. The bill was 
discussed in a public town hall on Oct. 
26, although no non-SGA students 
attended the event.

Each student government division 
— CC, BBA Council, Emory Student 
Nurses Associate (ESNA) and Oxford 
SGA — had informed SGA that they 

had enough money to fund clubs 
through the spring semester.

Funding for SGA’s macro bud-
get will come from its contingency 
account. Wiener said that the contin-
gency account will still have the mini-
mum balance of $50,000 required by 
the SGA Finance Code. 

“We have an opportunity to 
decrease the financial burden on every 
student by decreasing about $110 of 
their semesterly cost of attendance for 
coming to Emory,” Singhal said.

An initial version of the SAF reduc-
tion bill also included a provision to 
waive the contingency caps for each 
division in the 2021-2022 academic 
year. 

Contingency caps are limits on the 
amount of unused funds that divisions 
are allowed to retain from one aca-
demic year to the next. These caps are 
at $75,000 for CC, $45,000 for BBA 
Council and $35,000 for ESNA.  

However, SGA introduced a sepa-
rate bill for the contingency caps provi-
sion when legislators determined that 
the issue would require more debate 
and would slow the timeline of the SAF 
reduction. SGA tabled the provision 

during their Oct. 26 meeting. 
CC President Aditya Jhaveri (21C), 

one of the principal advocates for the 
provision, plans to suggest compro-
mise proposals in response to opposi-
tion to the original proposal to waive 
contingency caps. 

Wiener, who opposes the waiving 
of contingency caps, said he thinks the 
action will give CC a disproportionate 
amount of money compared to the 
other divisions.

“It clearly is a move by College 
Council to try to have more money 
in their account, but when you look 
at the actual amount of money that 
they are going to have, they don’t need 
that money anyway, so it’s just a weird 
power grabbing clout move,” SGA Vice 
President of Finance Ben Wiener (21C) 
said.

Waiving contingency caps for the 
next year would be “kicking the can 
down the road,” Wiener said, because 
if the SAF is charged for fall 2021, CC 
will exceed its contingency cap and 
have to pay the surplus to the contin-
gency account regardless. 

According to Jhaveri, waiving 
the contingency caps for the follow-

ing academic year would ensure that 
clubs and student organizations are 
able to keep the money that they were 
promised. 

“Any money that an organization 
doesn’t use, I believe, should still be 
that organization’s money and should 
be irrespective of an additional budget 
they are given for the full next year,” 
Jhaveri said. 

Jhaveri added that transferring 
organizations’ unused money to the 
overall SGA contingency account 
would make it very difficult to access 
for clubs due to restrictions on what 
money in that account can be used for. 

“The question is where should the 
money be,” Jhaveri said. “Should the 
money be in a contingency account 
that if you look historically, nobody 
really uses, or should it be with an 
organization that can directly access 
it.”

Wiener argued that CC would not 
need to use the contingency account, 
because its budget is already large 
enough.

“Even with the caps in place, College 
Council will have a higher budget next 
year by more than $140,000 and by 

more than 30% than they have ever 
had before,” Wiener said. “They will 
have more money than they have ever 
given out in a single budget year.”

Wiener also disputed Jhaveri’s 
argument that the overall SGA contin-
gency account is rarely used. 

BBA Council and Oxford SGA both 
oppose the elimination of the con-
tingency caps, along with Director of 
Student Involvement, Leadership and 
Transitions Lisa Loveall and Associate 
Director of Student Governance 
Services VonYetta Hunter. All mem-
bers of the SGA finance committee 
with the exception of its sole CC mem-
ber also oppose the elimination of con-
tingency caps.

“My freshman year, the 2017-2018 
academic year, we pulled up a total of 
18 bills that in total had something like 
$50,000 in funding to groups across 
the University,” Wiener said. “It has 
happened in the past, and regardless, 
it can happen in the future.”

— Contact Tanika Deuskar at 
tdeuska@emory.edu

SGA Eliminates Spring Student Activity Fee

Oxford Sophomores Contest Spring Plan
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The Election’s Not Over Yet.                  
Brace Yourselves.

After nearly four years of President 
Donald Trump’s tumultuous presidency, 
many of us hoped to breathe a collective 
sigh of relief this morning. At the very 
least, we expected to know whether we 
would need to steel ourselves for four 
more years. As it turns out, we’re going to 
have to wait a little longer. 

We owe this ambiguity to this year’s 
abnormal election cycle. The massive 
shift toward mail-in and early voting 
has revolutionized — and confused — 
what it means to participate in American 
democracy. 

Thanks to Republican-led voter sup-

pression and inadequate voting infra-

structure, we now face what could prove 
to be the most contentious post-election 

period since the Civil War. 
The Editorial Board has spent four 

years exposing Trump’s failures, criti-
cizing his lies and desperately opposing 
his reelection because we know that we 

deserve better than the destruction he 
has wrought on this country. 

He and his ilk have separated migrant 
children from their parents at the U.S.-

Mexico border, facilitated an epidemic 
of mass shootings, encouraged militant 
white nationalism and allowed COVID-19 
to kill roughly 233,000 Americans. This 
election was, and still is, our best chance 
to stand up and tell him that we will 

stomach no more. 

Given the gravity of this election, we 
understand that after enduring rank 
cruelty and corruption for years, yester-

day’s incomplete results may feel like an 
unbearable letdown. 

Expressing frustration and anxiety 
ahead of the chaos is perfectly reason-

able. Years of painful effort finally came 

to a head yesterday, only to prolong our 
struggle to evict from office the man 
whom the Brookings Institution fellow 
Thomas Wright has aptly named our 

“mad king.” 
If you’re angry, we get it. So are we.
Yet voting has ended. All of the ballots 

that will either reaffirm or reject Trump’s 
hold on our democracy have already been 
cast. From an electoral point of view, 
all we can do is wait. Major news out-
lets have already called some states with 
certainty, Indiana, Florida and Virginia 
among them, and we have partial results 
for others. 

The rest will come soon enough, and 
many of the most consequential states 

should arrive within days. Michigan and 
Pennsylvania expect to call a victor by 
Friday and Wisconsin could report a 

result before dawn. It 

wasn’t last night, it might 
not be today and it may 

very well not be this 
Friday, either, but we will 
know soon enough who 
will occupy the White 

House for the next four 
years. The waiting game 
has begun and our job 
now is to play it the right 
way.

However, this relies 
on faith that states will count ballots cor-

rectly and impartially. The Republican 
Party’s efforts to use the courts as instru-

ments of voter suppression and their 
desperate lawsuits filed in recent days 

indicate a willingness to fight dirty when 
they feel in danger of losing. 

Those initiatives might even reach the 
Supreme Court. 

Just like the 2000 election through 
Bush v. Gore, the Court may very well 
decide this election by either indirectly 

ruling on the validity of mail-in ballots 
or directly by deciding a suit between the 
two candidates. Be ready for protracted, 
bitter legal battles over the results as they 
come in.

Both in and out of the courts, we 
should expect a torrent of misinforma-

tion. Precedent tells us that each side in 

an election has an incentive to represent 
itself as heading for victory no matter its 
actual position in the race. 

On election night in 2012, Republican 
strategist Karl Rove strenuously denied 
on Fox News, in clear defiance of the 
facts, that President Barack Obama had 
won Ohio. Combined with his yearslong 
reliance on “alternative facts,” Trump’s 
currently uncertain chances of winning 
predispose him to lie about and mischar-

acterize the results to a vastly greater 
extent than even Rove did eight years 

ago. Don’t let him fool 
you.

As you consume the 
news this week and pore 

over the results, think 
critically about what 

you’re reading. Check 
source credibility, cor-

roborate claims and 

consider the incentives 
of authors to misrepre-

sent the truth. Unless we 

approach the media with 

the intentional caution that this grave 
election warrants, we may see those emo-

tions veer into darkness or even violence.
In this polarized time, one of the only 

rhetorical devices that still retains appeal 
on both the left and the right is the idea 
that despite our fundamentally different 

views, we all belong to the same country. 
All of us are somehow invested in the 
betterment of the U.S. and, consequently, 
in the election that will decide its future. 

Use that shared bond to hold everyone 
from your elected officials to your friends 

and family accountable to the truth. 

If you feel that your representative 
or governor is spreading misinforma-

tion, clarify it to them and everyone else. 

Faced with a family member on Twitter 

erroneously calling on officials to invali-
date absentee ballots, call them out on 
it. Your stake in this election obligates 
you not merely to responsibly consume 

news and purge misinformation from 
your own life, but also to hold everyone 
else to that same standard.

Whatever this election’s eventual out-
come, you can make your voice heard. 
Call on your elected officials to demand 

fairness in any and all recounts and call 

on your local governments to enlist all the 
help they can to total every vote. If you 
feel that is not enough, protest delays and 
demand that all votes cast are counted. 

Even that, though, may not be enough. 
Groups on both sides of the political 
spectrum have been planning large-scale 
demonstrations to defend the election’s 
integrity for months. 

We may very well need them. If Trump 
tries to invalidate ballots in the coming 
days or refuses to accept a loss to former 

Vice President Joe Biden, we will need 
to protest. 

Take to the streets and tell the 

American people, the government, the 
country, the world, that they cannot let 
him realize his dream of illegitimate 
power.

If Trump wins reelection legitimate-

ly, mobilizing from the ground up will 
be more important than ever. If Biden 
emerges the victor, know that the work to 
repair the damage of the Trump adminis-

tration will begin right away. 
Trump has left this country a shadow 

of its former self and fixing it will be up 
to us.

The stakes for our democracy have 
never been higher. A storied history, a 
vulnerable present and an indefinite 
future now rest on our shoulders — ours 
alone and ours together. Get ready to 
fight for them.
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For a year, I’ve tried to use 
this column to explain President 
Donald Trump’s administration. 
While all of its failures certainly 

can’t be condensed into a few 
sentences, a few things stand 
out: the devastation COVID-
19 has wreaked on our nation, 
the disappearance of truth and 

integrity within the White House, 
and the blatant racism and denial 

of its existence.  
The day Trump became 

president in 2016 wasn’t the first 
time I felt othered. 

But it was the first time I felt 
like I didn’t belong in my own 
country. It felt unreal. 

Desperate for optimism, I tried 
to cheer up those around me, 
including my history teacher, 
with my endless faith in the 

power of grassroots organizing to 
create change. All my melancholic 
teacher could say was that a 

Trump presidency scared him 

because of what it would mean 

for students of color like me. 

I realized then that the color 

of my skin would soon make 

me more of a target than ever 
before, that this administration 
and his base would consider me 

inherently “less than.” 
Every day since Trump’s 

victory in 2016, his occupation 
of the White House has made 
me feel demeaned, degraded and 
dehumanized. 

I’m not sure how to deal with 
the uncertainty of these next four 
years. 

What I do know is that we can’t 
rely on establishment figures to 
save us. 

This election will not define 

these next four years. The root of 
change has always been, and will 
always be, grassroots movements 
and activist efforts. 

Over the summer, the U.S. saw 
a massive upwelling of anti-racist 
activism. 

Infographics f looded our social 
media feeds, and people were 
mobilized to learn about systemic 

racism, police brutality and a 
myriad of other social issues.

Faced with problems that we 

should have solved generations 
ago, people finally wanted to act. 
We need that drive now more 
than ever. 

No matter who wins the White 

House in the next few days, we 
can still effect change from the 
ground up. 

We must shift our focus from 

the presidency to local elections 

and community efforts. 

Due to widespread voter 
suppression, U.S. voter turnout 
lags other democracies, but it’s 
even worse in down-ballot races. 
While only about 55% of eligible 
voters cast ballots in the 2016 
presidential election, only 27% 
voted in local elections that year. 

At Emory, voter turnout was 

even more concerning: only 41% 
of main campus students voted 
in the 2018 midterm election. At 
Oxford, that number goes down 
to 28%. 

We can’t just show up to vote 
when there’s a presidential 
election on the line; midterm 

elections and local elections are 

equally important.

In fact, your individual vote 
is arguably even more vital in 
local elections, in which only 
a handful of ballots select the 

people directly impacting you. 
Through those contests, we can 

transform our communities no 

matter who is in the White House. 
It certainly wouldn’t be 

the first time: states began to 
secure marriage equality for 
LGBTQ+ individuals well before 
the Supreme Court legalized it 
nationwide. 

At the same time, local 

governments 
can deny us our fundamental 

rights; despite the Supreme 
Court’s decisions to the contrary, 
states such as Alabama and 
Georgia have made it nearly 
impossible for women to access 

abortion safely. 

To secure our fundamental 

rights, we must continue our 
drive toward change by voting in 
local elections. 

We can ensure access to 

abortion, push for changes in 
policing and revitalize schools in 
our communities. 

To prioritize national elections 

over local ones would be to 
promote politics over passion, 
symbols over communities, 
performance over justice. 

While we might not always be 
able to sway the White House or 
the Supreme Court, we can still 
determine who represents us in 

Congress, statehouses and city 
councils. 

That’s how we create change in 
our communities from the ground 
up. 

Right now, the future may seem 
hopeless. 

But whoever takes control of 
the White House, we don’t need 
them to enact change. 

If you’ve spent the past few 
months attending protests, 
signing petitions, registering 
people to vote or volunteering for 
grassroots organizations, don’t 
give up. 

We survived these four years, 
and we will persevere through 
these next four. Whatever happens 
over these next few days, we must 
remember the importance of  

community organizing and local 
efforts.

The future may be bleak, but 
activism and grassroots efforts 
will lead us through. 

Brammhi Balarajan (23C) is 

from Las Vegas.

Brammhi Balarajan

No Matter Who Wins, Vote Local

Every day since Trump’s 
victory in 2016, his 

occupation of the White 

House has made me feel 
demeaned, degraded and 

dehumanized.

On Oct. 5, President Donald 
Trump returned to the White House 
after a three-day hospitalization 

at Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center. Seemingly unboth-

ered by his recent COVID-19 diag-

nosis, he quickly removed his mask 
to film a video outside the Oval 
Office. In this address, he stated, 
“the vaccines are coming momen-

tarily,” undermining the severity of 
the virus, the importance of social 
distancing and mask-use protocol, 
as addressed in an order by  D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser. In recent 
months, Trump has pressured sev-

eral drug-makers — particularly 
Pfizer — to quickly disseminate 
their vaccines before Election Day. 

As Trump continues to push his 
lofty political agenda, many health 
officials caution that Americans 
won’t have access to a safe vaccine 
until mid-2021. Trump’s unneces-

sary politicization of vaccine devel-

opment and refusal to accept blame 

for his failed approach to COVID-19 
not only poses an imminent threat 

to the American public but also 
potentially jeopardizes the entire 
vaccine landscape. As Americans, it 
is our responsibility to follow cur-

rent public health and government 
guidelines until a safe vaccine is 
released. 

On Oct. 5, top White House offi-
cials also blocked new Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) guide-

lines for the emergency authoriza-

tion of a COVID-19 vaccine, which 
had almost guaranteed that no 
vaccine would be approved before 
Election Day. The documents rec-

ommended researchers follow clini-

cal trial participants for a median 

of two months after their final dose 

before seeking FDA approval. 
In light of the White House’s 

objection, the FDA is exploring new 
avenues for the safe release of a 
vaccine, including the clear estab-

lishment of standards for a new vac-

cine, such as three rounds of clinical 

trials and quality control after vac-

cine licensing and approval. Trump 
called the FDA’s regulatory action “a 
political move more than anything 
else.” The White House’s public 
attempts to muzzle its own agencies 
have sown confusion and distrust 
among the American public. A Pew 
Research Center survey published 
in September found that 51% of 

Americans either “would definitely 
or probably get a vaccine to prevent 
COVID-19 if it were available today.” 
In May, this figure stood at 72%. 
Some of this variation is attribut-
able to political affiliation; in a poll 

released this month, 60% of Biden 
supporters responded that they 

would get vaccinated, while only 
41% of Trump supporters would. 

Prioritizing politics over objec-

tive scientific research is extremely 
dangerous. However, health experts 
strongly encourage Americans to 
get vaccinated in order to achieve 
herd immunity: an epidemiologi-
cal principle referring to a disease’s 
tendency to die out once a certain 

proportion of a population becomes 

immune. Regardless of your politi-
cal beliefs, we must coalesce around 
the safest solution to COVID-19 
and give ourselves a real chance 
at returning to normalcy. As our 
president spreads misinformation, I 
implore you to seek the truth. 

At his Oct. 22 debate with former 
Vice President Joe Biden, Trump 
argued that the virus was “going 
away” and that “this is a massive 
country” that must reopen to pre-

vent further damage to its “massive 
economy.” Trump also proclaimed: 
“now they say I am immune — wheth-

er it’s four months or a lifetime … 
I’m immune.” However, the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
encourages the American public to 
remember that “natural immunity 
[obtained as a result of] COVID-19 
[recovery] may not last very long, 
and more studies are needed to 

better understand this.” Biden, on 
the other hand, demanded that the 
science behind a vaccine must be 
transparent and available to the 

American public. He also commit-
ted to impose additional lockdowns, 
if necessary, to curb the spread of 
COVID-19. When Trump claimed 
that “[Americans] are learning to 
live with [COVID-19], Biden retort-
ed: “Come on. We’re dying with 
it.” It’s imperative that we support 
politicians who understand science 

and value truth. For the sake of our 
health, our economy and our future, 
listen to the voices you can trust 
and get a vaccine when it is avail-
able and safe to do so. If you are 

unable to receive the vaccine due 
to an allergy, a severely weakened 
immune system, or another under-

lying medical condition, encourage 
your networks to get vaccinated and 
keep you safe. Until then, please do 
your part to keep us safe by wearing 
masks, practicing social distancing 
and following public health and gov-

ernment guidelines. This virus isn’t 
going away anytime soon.

Sara Khan (23C) is from Fairfax, 

Virginia.

Sara Khan

Thanks to American sanctions, 
2020 has been a difficult year 
for the Venezuelan dictator, 
Nicolás Maduro — but it’s even 
more difficult for Venezuelan 

citizens. Since August 2017, 
the Trump Administration has 
imposed financial sanctions on 

the Maduro government for its 
anti-democratic actions, human 
rights violations, corruption, 
lack of compliance to narcotics 

agreements and insufficient 
cooperation with U.S. anti-

terrorism efforts. President Trump 

has mainly targeted Venezuela’s 
oil industry, which comprises 95% 
of Venezuela’s exports and 25% of 
its GDP. Though these sanctions 
are intended to undermine 

Venezuela’s authoritar ian 
government, its citizens bear 
most of the cost. American oil 
sanctions have severely crippled 
Venezuela’s economy. Due to the 
sanctions causing dismissing 
profits, global private companies, 
business collaborators, bankers 
and consumers loosened their 

ties to Venezuela’s oil industry. 
Venezuela, the oil giant that once 
earned approximately $90 billion 
per year from oil exports in the last 
decade, is expected to gain merely 
$2.3 billion by the end of 2020. As 
tens of thousands of Venezuelans 

are dependent on oil-related 

industries for their livelihood and 
social mobility, they have been 
thrown into abject poverty. The 
International Monetary Fund 

expects the unemployment rate to 
skyrocket to 47.9% by the end of 
2020, meaning nearly half of the 
population will be deprived of their 
income. Admittedly, Venezuelan 
authorities’ mismanagement 
also contributed to the country’s 
economic hardship, but there is 
no doubt that American sanctions 
rubbed salt on the wound.

The disaster in Venezuela 

extends well beyond the economic 
collapse to a food crisis. Without 

access to U.S. dollars, Venezuela 

lacks sufficient foreign currency 
to import agricultural products, 
causing the consequent food 
shortage and nearly three million 
Venezuelans to f lee the country 

in recent years. Moreover, the 
country’s failing oil industry also 
causes severe environmental 
contamination: oil leakage from 
abandoned underwater wells and 

pipelines spill into the sewage 
system, onto streets and into 
lakes that citizens rely upon for 

sustenance. Even though the 
Venezuelan economy can recover, 
the environmental damages can 
hardly be reversed. And President 
Maduro’s authoritarian regime 
remains largely untouched. 
Maduro holds onto power by 

resorting to drug trade and 
gold mining to compensate for 
the financial loss. With these 

alternative sources of revenue, 
Maduro has secured the support 

of the military and domestic elite. 

By doing so, Maduro has evaded 
the substantive cost the U.S. tried 
to impose through sanctions.
Oil sanctions on Venezuela are 

counterproductive. The private 
sector and the civilian population 
at large are significantly harmed, 
while Maduro’s dictatorship is 
sustained. This does not mean 

policymakers in the U.S. should 

turn a blind eye to corruption 

and human rights violations 
in Venezuela. There are better 

ways to democratize Venezuela 

without harming its population. 
For example, U.S. diplomats can 
negotiate a deal to establish a 
transitional government in place 
of Maduro’s regime. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. can send observers to 
supervise Venezuelan elections 
and ensure the elections are 

inclusive and contested. 
While these measures require 

international coordination, they 
attempt to address Venezuela’s 
failures without sanctions that do 

more harm than good. We should 
make Venezuela’s dictator pay, 
not  Venezuelan citizens. 

Yun Zhu (23C) is from 

Shanghai.

Yun Zhu

On Vaccines, Don’t Trust Trump. Trust Science.

Joe 
Biden, 
Democratic 
candidate 

for 

president

courteSy of creative coMMoNS

Punish Maduro, 
Not Venezuelans



Kappa Alpha Order (KA) frater-

nity  — and Greek life in general — is 
experiencing a national reckoning 
with their centuries-long history of 
racism. 

It’s about time. KA’s maintenance 
of Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee as their “spiritual founder,” in 
addition to their myriad problem-

atic traditions and events, harms 
Black students on Emory’s campus 
and nationwide. The University of 
Mississippi’s chapter, for example, 
had three members photograph 
themselves with guns next to a sign 
marking the place of Emmett Till’s 
1955 murder. The plaque was rid-

dled with bullet holes.Southwestern 

University’s (Texas) KA chapter 
recently condemned KA’s racist his-

tory, as members and alumni alike 
called on the fraternity to disavow 
Lee and prioritize inclusion. Yet 

the national organization suspend-

ed them for speaking out against 
KA’s racist traditions. Nationwide, 
universities have 
been reluctant to 

hold Greek life 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
accountable for 

these vile dis-

plays of racism. 

Emory Greek life 
is no stranger 
to controversy, 
especially K A, 
but the upheaval 
at Southwestern 

has illustrated the 

extent to which 
Emory’s KA chap-

ter must change. 
The racism in 

Emory Greek life 
runs deep: the por-

trait of Lee adorning KA’s house, its 
discontinued tradition to hold an 

antebellum-themed ball for which 

people dressed up as Confederate 

soldiers, and a Convivium party 
centered around celebrating Lee. 

KA’s blatant, institutionalized 
racism is deplorable and if the 

Emory chapter truly cared about 

inclusion, they would disavow Lee 
and investigate and punish prior 
racist behavior. 

But racism in Emory Greek life 
extends far beyond the current KA 
controversy, and bleeds into all 
aspects of the system. As one Emory 
senior stated, “the history of Greek 
life was to keep students from inte-

grating with one another. It was to 
prevent desegregation and to keep 
those racist and classist structures.” 
Systemic racism is prevalent in the 
recruitment process, traditions and 
toxic culture of Greek life, render-

ing it inhospitable and damaging to 
BIPOC students. Microaggressions 
and exclusionary behaviors perme-

ate Panhellenic Greek life, sororities 
included. Gamma Phi Beta member 
Kayla Salehian (23C) stated that 
during recruitment week, “most 
sororities have specific require-

ments on how members have to look 
throughout the week ... there’s a lot 
of hair requirements such as straight 
hair [or] curly hair, which might 
not be super accessible to people of 

different hair types.” Historically, 
Black women have faced discrimi-
nation on the basis of their natural 

hair and corresponding pressure 
to assimilate, and Greek organiza-

tions’ perpetuation thereof is rac-

ist. According to Salehian, many 
sororities also require “nude” shoes; 
typically light beige in color, their 
ubiquity ostracizes darker-skinned 

prospective and current members 
during formal recruitment and pro-

motes colorism. 

Classism is also extremely prev-

alent throughout Greek life due 
to high membership fees, which 
often precludes the ability to join 
Panhellenic Greek life at all. Before 
they’ve officially joined a Greek 
organization, members must pay 
a $75 fee to participate in formal 
recruitment. Semester fees can be 

around $600 to $1,000, even before 
additional indirect costs for apparel. 

As BIPOC individuals dispropor-

tionately experience financial need, 
Greek life’s exorbitant costs serve 
as another barrier for minorities 

who wish to join. Scholarships can 

mitigate these fees, but struggling 
students often find them ludicrously 

inadequate. One former member of 

Delta Phi Epsilon, Claire Pomykala 
(21C), only received a $50 scholar-

ship after applying for aid, which did 
little to offset her chapter’s roughly 
$500 semester membership fee. 
By failing to accommodate mem-

bers from across the socioeconomic 

spectrum, Greek life continues to 
cater to white, wealthy individuals 
and excludes everyone else. Amid 
the summer resurgence of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, Instagram 
accounts like Abolish Greek Life at 
Emory exposed the racism in Emory 
Greek life. The account’s revelations 
were damning. 

They exposed members’ problem-

atic comments, insensitive costumes 
and the glaringly racist events of 
numerous chapters. In the months 

since, many of Emory’s Greek orga-

nizations responded with promis-

es to change themselves from the 
ground up. Yet months later, their 
promised institutional revolution 
has amounted to little more than 

performative words and unfulfilled 
commitments. Legacy membership 
is a major issue within many Greek 
life organizations. A legacy recruit 
has a direct familial relationship 

to the organization and, thus, often 
has an advantage in recruitment. 

Ostensibly in the name of inclu-

sion, Emory’s Kappa Alpha Theta 
(Theta) chapter recently discontin-

ued the practice. The legacy prefer-

ence system predominantly privi-
leges those who have always been 
allowed to join Greek organizations 
— white people. It gives preferential 
treatment to potential new members 

of sororities whose mothers, grand-

mothers or other family members 

were a part of that chapter. All 
Greek organizations who employ the 
legacy system must end it. 

While this, for Theta, was a nec-

essary first step, it’s hardly all they 
should be doing to tackle anti-rac-

ism. The organization has yet to 
publicly announce any other reforms 

since July 2020 and, like other 
Greek organizations on campus, 
they must go further in their com-

mitment to anti-racism. Sororities 

do not bear Greek life’s burden 
alone. Fraternities on campus have 
shown even less support for BIPOC 
individuals, often explicitly failing 
to address their members’ perpetu-

ation of systemic racism. Many fra-

ternities, including Emory’s Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon 
and Delta Tau 
Delta chapters, 
posted short mes-

sages supporting 
the Black Lives 
Matter move-

ment, using 
empty phrases 

l ike “stand-

ing against rac-

ism” and pledg-

ing themselves 
to “improving 
the conditions 

of Black com-

munities” with-

out committing 
to substantial 

change within their 
organizations. Fraternities must go 
beyond such performative mini-
malism to eliminate the racism 

historically entrenched in Greek 
organizations. For its part, Emory’s 
efforts to change Greek culture on 
campus have been minimal, largely 
due to a preoccupation with image. 
Administrators cut KA’s three-year 
suspension to just two years, despite 
the Interfraternity Council’s vote to 
uphold the original punishment. 

The University’s sole professed 
reason for doing so was the “strong 
desire within Emory Community, 
including alumni members and the 
Board of Trustees, for KA and Chi 
Phi to return to campus in time for 

the 150th anniversary of the orga-

nizations at Emory.” Clearly, Emory 
is more focused on its image and 
relationships with alumni than sub-

stantive change. The University has 
repeatedly insisted on its commit-

ment to anti-racism. Although they 
may be minor steps, administrators 
have promised to devote a general 
education requirement to race and 

identity and started to review polic-

ing on and around campus. And yet, 
Emory still empowers racist orga-

nizations like KA and hurts BIPOC 
students in the process. That’s not 
social or racial justice. It’s perfor-

mance. A significant culture shift 
in Greek life toward genuine anti-
racism and greater University over-

sight is long overdue. If that is not 
accomplished, there’s only one way 
to go: abolish Greek life. 
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Social media shaming is the 
quintessential dehumanization 

machine: you can ruin someone’s 
life without ever having met them 
and evoke consequences you didn’t 
intend. People worldwide band 

together to form an angry mob that 
becomes the judge, the jury and the 
executioner — all without knowing 
the full story. But the pandemic has 
exacerbated it to a new level. From 
mask shaming to travel shaming, 
social media platforms have blown 
up to call out people who are not 

taking safety guidelines seriously. 
Perpetrating public shame is a per-

formative act of service: it is neither 
helpful nor effective, and can lead 
to destructive consequences.Public 
shaming is a feeble attempt to reform 
individual actions through public 
ac c ou nt abi l-

ity. To a cer-

tain degree, 
s h a m i n g 
can be effec-

tive. It brings 
attention to 

actions, like 
not wearing 
masks, that 
should be 

r e c o g n i z e d 
as harmful to 

society. But as 
we search for 

a semblance 

of control 

amidst the pandemic, we are blur-

ring the lines between activism and 
humiliation. Shame is highly cor-

related with  depression, violence, 
aggression and suicide. Extreme 
public shaming develops a culture 
built off fear that lacks openness 

and humility. Those we shame are 

defined by one irresponsible action 

and are permanently categorized as 
“bad people.” But the more we shut 
people down, the more it height-
ens our compelling need to hide 
mistakes. Degrading someone else’s 
worth is not activism. But public 
shaming doesn’t always stem from 
bad intentions. With the lack of 

concrete guidelines and inadequate 
leadership during the pandemic, 
people are trying to take control 
where the government has failed. 
Shaming others amplifies power 
stratification, especially in a time 
when all people want is a semblance 

of control. During the pandemic, 
fear for our families and friends 

has overridden our ability to think 
clearly — we create arbitrary rules, 
foster animosity and develop a false 
sense of entitlement to regulate the 
unknowns. Clinical mental health 

counselor Courtenay Monfore stat-

ed, “social media creates an envi-
ronment where people spend time 

defending their actions.” But feeling 
shameful is incredibly difficult to 

tolerate — constant criticism from 
a crowd is like shivving someone 
repeatedly in the stomach — and the 
instinctive human response is pro-

tecting or defending oneself. Some 
may decide to lash out and blame 

others by becoming defensive or 
denying their mistakes. This anger 
can lead to a more fervent desire 
to continue the behavior that was 
labeled “unsafe” or “irresponsible” 
in order to cover their internal-
ized shame. People who have been 
infected with COVID have been 
subjected to shaming and social 
exclusion. New York City’s Test and 
Trace Corps is struggling with con-

tact tracing. Of the 19,995 people 
who tested positive in July, only 
42% willingly provided contact 

information for close contacts and 

employers. More recently, the Test 
and Trace Corps noted that in the 

week of Oct. 11, 54,847 new cases 
were reported and only 65% gave 
contact information. Many justified 
not providing information for fear 
that it would affect their employ-

ment, relationships and other social 
interactions. People are so nervous 
of being publicly shamed that they 
refuse to admit they have contracted 
the virus. But this is inhibiting our 
ability to control the spread.  Travel 
shaming has also developed into a 
prominent trend. Though question-

ing someone’s reasons for travel-
ling are perfectly reasonable, f lood-

ing the comments section on their 
social media accounts is not help-

ful. Instagram influencer and fam-

ily business luxury hotel manager, 
Nga and Nhung Nguyen, had f lown 
to London and Germany for a work-
related trip. Both sisters contract-

ed the virus. 
When Nhung 
r e t u r n e d 

to Hanoi, 
Vietnam, her 
condition was 

live streamed to 
the press. Lying 
in her hospital 

bed, pictures of 
Nhung started 
surfacing on 
social media, 
along with false 
a c c u s a t i o n s 

of Nhung not 
abiding by any 

COVID-19 prevention policies. The 
Nguyen sisters’ reputation was deci-
mated. However, some people who 
have been repeatedly threatened 
have experienced so much men-

tal trauma that has led to horrify-

ing and unjustified consequences. 
Wojciech Rokita, a gynecologist and 
obstetrician in Poland, was believed 
to have contracted the virus outside 
of Poland before the country’s bor-

ders closed. While waiting for his 
test results, he ran a few errands 
and was crucified online. Because 
the first reported coronavirus case 
in Poland occurred at the same time 

Rokita showed symptoms and was 
being tested, a tabloid claimed he 
was the first positive test, though 
he had not received his results at 
the time. People became outraged. 
For two weeks, he was harassed 
on social media. Later that week, 
Rokita committed suicide. Rokita’s 
test sample is currently being 
reevaluated. It’s possible he never 
had COVID-19 at all. Digital shame 
culture incentivizes us to proac-

tively shame others. To protect 
ourselves from being shamed, we 
actively direct shame toward others. 
Our shield of perceived anonymity 
on social media wields unspeakable 

amounts of power. Hiding behind a 
screen is comforting and limits con-

frontation. You can participate in 

and say whatever you please with-

out tangible consequences for your 
actions. Taking our judgements 
to social media is about validat-
ing personal opinions in an echo 
chamber. Instead of harassing one 
person, we should be condemning 
broad, sweeping behaviors. Instead 
of passing immediate judgement 
on someone without knowing the 
full story, we should be privately 
reaching out and asking questions. 
Perpetrating public shame makes 
you a part of the problem; you are 

responsible for exacerbating high 
tensions. Stop making our society 
more divisive than it already is. 

Sophia Ling (24C) is from 

Carmel, Indiana.

Shaming Won’t 
End COVID-19

Sophia Ling
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Homecoming Comics Fail to Connect
By Jada ChamBers

Asst. Copy Editor

Comedians have a special tal-
ent: they can satirize even the most 
abstract situations into comic mate-
rial and somehow manage to slip in a 
crude joke at the same time. And right 
now, laughter seems more necessary 
than ever. 

With this in mind, I was excited 
to see that the Student Programming 
Council (SPC) had booked Michael 
Kosta from “The Daily Show With 
Trevor Noah” and Dylan Marron from 
“Conversations With People Who Hate 
Me” to round out Homecoming Week 
on Saturday. 

I went into the event not knowing 
what to expect. I had never attended 
a comedy event before, much less vir-
tually. I was familiar with Marron, 
having been a fan of his podcast and 
other content, but I knew next to noth-
ing about Kosta. This would prove to 
have little impact on my experience 
due to the webinar-style structure of 
the event. 

The event was hosted by SPC 
Speakers Chair Gabriela Rucker (23C), 
who introduced Kosta and Marron 
with YouTube clips from their respec-
tive shows and proceeded to give them 
the floor. 

The men went back and forth, ask-

ing each other questions in an inter-
view-like style for a majority of the 
hour-long event. 

Essentially, they discussed the ins 
and outs of their jobs as comedians 
in the current political climate for the 
entire hour. Kosta almost exclusively 
discussed his pre-pandemic work on 
“The Daily Show” and talked about 
how he believes the show’s job is to 
“call out bullshit rather than push a 
liberal agenda.”

Marron discussed the minutiae 
of his podcast and the fact that he’s 
speaking to people whom he, as a 
gay Latino, is usually at odds with. 
Marron was also vocal about the need 
for more care in online interactions as 
he believes people tend to hide behind 

their screens and feel emboldened by 
anonymity without realizing how irre-
versible their words are. “It’s more per-
manent than a tattoo,” Marron said. 

Despite Kosta and Marron’s casual 
demeanor, I felt like I was listening in 
on something intentionally inauthen-
tic or stilted. 

The men’s responses felt very 
careful, as if they were giving over-
used stock responses from memory. 
This was disappointing given that I 
expected two comedians to be more 
forthcoming or down to earth when 
speaking about their jobs. Even during 
the event, I found myself wondering 
who wrote the formal, interview-style 

HOMECOMING COMEDY

How Students Are 
Gaming in Quarantine

By mia Usman
Contributing Writer

With various console sales and 
game time skyrocketing, 2020 has 
undoubtedly become one of the most 
popular years for video games. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic and social isola-
tion have ground normal life to a halt, 
what better way to spend time than 
immersed in an engaging, COVID-safe 
game? At Emory, gaming is a means 
to not only pass time but deal with a 
bleak reality.

At the beginning 
of quarantine, games 
seemed to be a way 
of escaping feelings of 
isolation and monot-
ony. March’s “Animal 
Crossing: New 
Horizons” became an 
antidote to boredom. 
It’s easy to see why: 
leisurely and relaxing, 
the gameplay sharply 
contrasted the chaos 
and loneliness of the 
pandemic.

N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
other single-player focused titles also 
offered similar feelings of comfort and 
escape. For Jose Moreno (24C), play-
ing fantasy-action RPG games such 
as “The Witcher 3” has been a wel-
come distraction. As someone who has 
played over 150 hours of “The Legend 
of Zelda: Breath of the Wild,” I can 
attest to feeling a similar way. 

Exploring the vast landscapes of 
the fantasy kingdom Hyrule has been 
an immersive experience: a way of 
destressing and imagining a world 
outside of my house.

However, games have also always 
been a means to socialize with friends 
and meet new people. For Ryan 
Sun (22B), an admin on the College 
Council-funded “Minecraft” server — 
a designated multiplayer server where 
students can play the sandbox game 
together — it was both. Studying at 
home from Hong Kong, Sun noted how 
feelings of disconnect from the greater 
student body led to the creation of the 
server. 

Spending time creating and playing 
on the server allowed him to interact 

with students that he 
has never met before.

“One of the reasons 
that we have this serv-
er in the first place is 
because everyone’s 
gone, nobody’s on 
campus,” Sun said. “I 
don’t think I would’ve 
met these people any-
where else, even if we 
were on campus.”

This is true for 
the rest of the serv-
er members, as the 
server has its own 
community. 

Five to six people are active on 
Emory’s Minecraft server daily, and 
the project to remake the Atlanta cam-
pus in the creative world has been 
going “super well,” Sun said. The fresh-
man quad is done, and Few Hall and 
Evans Hall are being built. 

Perhaps the most successful games 
in this regard are social party games, 
such as “Among Us,” the “Mafia”-
inspired hit of the year. Players act as 
crewmates on a spaceship, completing 

STAFF REVIEW

A&E Staff Examines 
Future of Political Art

By a&e staff

In the days leading up to the elec-
tion, many Americans reflected upon 
November 2016 and all that’s changed 
since then. As consumers and writ-
ers of the arts, A&E staff penned our 
thoughts on U.S. President Donald J. 
Trump’s effect on American art over 
the past four years and hypothesized 
how the election, though still too 
early to call as of Nov. 3, will change 
American art in the future. Read our 
predictions below.

stephen altoBelli: rotten to 
the Core

“Listen to the sounds. It is in our 
house now.” So begins 2017’s “Twin 
Peaks: The Return,” the artwork that, 
more than any other, defined the 
Trump era for me. 

The depiction of the U.S. as a haunt-
ed house plagued by the spirits of 
its bloody past is at least as old as 
Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” (1987), but 
recently the ghosts have awoken. “Twin 
Peaks” continues with the words, “It 
all cannot be said aloud now.” 

This statement contrasts with 
Trump’s election, which brought it all 

out into the open. 
White middle-class Americans 

were confronted with the truths that 
poor Black, Indigenous and people of 
color have known their entire lives: 
there is something fundamentally evil 
in America. 

Not wrong (for this would suggest 
we simply need to make everything 
Great Again) but malicious. Many of 
the best American films of the Trump 
years reflected this new awareness. 
Movies like “First Reformed” (2017) 
and “Sorry to Bother You” (2018) focus 
on individuals whose lives spin out of 
control as they realize the extent of the 
rampant, capitalist madness permeat-
ing their realities. 

I think we can safely expect more 
of the same under four more years of 
Trump. 

The most indelibly American image 
of recent cinema comes from 2019’s 
“Parasite”: a mad, grinning specter 
rising out of the basement to inflict 
bloody vengeance on a group of unsus-
pecting partygoers. 

Images and themes like these will 
continue to recur under Trump, if 
elected again, as the Republican party 

Courtesy of LuCasfiL Ltd. 
The aponymous Mandalorian (Pedro Pascal, left) attempts to bring the Child (right) back to 
its people in “The Mandalorian” Season 2 on Disney+.

‘The Mandalorian’ Season 2 Strikes Back
By Bridget Barnsley

Contributing Writer

grade: a-

Last winter, the release of the first 
season of “The Mandalorian” blew 
up the internet. Baby Yoda memes 
abounded. The Guardian called him 
“2019’s biggest new character” prov-
ing the popularity of the series from 
the start. Since then, fans have been 
eagerly awaiting the show’s second 
season. Episode one of the space-
based Western premiered on Disney+ 
on Oct. 30, and the story has come 

back full force. 
As the first episode of season two 

opens, we follow the Mandalorian 
(Pedro Pascal) on his way to bring 
the Child back to its people. In order 
to acquire armor for this mission, 
the Mandalorian assists sheriff Cobb 
Vanth (Timothy Olyphant) in ridding 
the town of a giant Krayt dragon. 
While the first episode’s plot is sec-
ondary to the series’ overarching nar-
rative, it successfully reacquainted the 
audience with the world of the show 
and the stakes at hand. 

With the same high-quality visuals 
we saw last year, “The Mandalorian” 

continues to be a fantastic addition 
to the “Star Wars” universe. The cin-
ematography elevates every shot and 
brings a certain nostalgic charm to 
the series. 

The clips of the characters riding 
through the desert are effective in 
setting the scene of the alien planets. 
The computer-generated imagery has 
so far been captivating — the Krayt 
dragon’s appearance in the first epi-
sode was fascinating to watch as it 
slithered across the screen. In this new 
season, the showrunners easily could 

Five to six people are 
active on Emory’s 
Minecraft server 

daily, and the project 
to remake the Atlanta 

campus in the 
creative world has 
been going “super 
well,” admin Ryan 

Sun (22B) said.

See BABY, Page 11

See ART, Page 11 See SPC, Page 10

See AMONG, Page 10
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Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons and mindy tuCker

The Student Programming Council hosted Michael Kosta 
(left) and Dylan Marron (right) to round out Homecoming 
Week.
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questions that bordered on generic, 
as I doubt it could have been Kosta or 
Marron. 

The style of the event also left lit-
tle to be desired. I realize not much 
can be done in 2020, but the webinar 
structure felt extremely isolating, even 
more so than a traditional Zoom call. 
Typically, an event like this would be 
held in an auditorium-style space and 
the subtle interactions between every-
one at the event (that are ultimately 
lost virtually) would make the experi-
ence more lively. For those who have 
never had a webinar-style call, it is 
very different from your regular Zoom 
class. 

In short, webinars only allow 
attendees to view and listen while the 
hosts and panelists have all the con-
trol. Because I couldn’t tell how many 
other people were attending the event 
and Kosta and Marron also couldn’t 
see the audience, I felt very separated 
from them and my fellow attendees 
— if anyone else had even attended at 
all. This sense of separation worsened 
during the audience Q&A, which took 
place during the final quarter of the 
hour. 

I typed a question for Marron about 
his podcast, asking if he still checks 
up on the guests he’s had on the show 
over the years. I asked this because 
“Conversations With People Who Hate 
Me” brings in real people who have 
left hate comments on Marron’s social 
media profiles to have a phone call 
with him, and politics often comes 
into play. A running theme of the show 
is that we should remember that there 
is a person on the other side of the 
screen, and therefore be mindful of 
what we say online.

Like any fan, I was excited to have 
someone whose work I enjoy answer 
my (admittedly poorly phrased) 
question and address me by name. 
However, the format of the event once 
again cast a shadow on the experience. 
After Marron answered my question, 
Kosta made a comment about how 
it seemed like I had only asked that 
question just to “let [Marron] know 
they listen.” I was embarrassed by this 
because, of course, I was literally in 
the room, and yet I could not defend 
myself. I was genuinely curious if 
Marron kept in touch with his guests, 
especially considering the themes of 
the show. To his credit, Kosta seemed 
to realize that I was probably still 
watching, and made some attempt to 
recover his fumble. 

Marron, for his part, was incredibly 
kind despite the fact that he could not 
see me and tried his best to address 
me directly. He seemed to understand 
what I was asking and revealed that he 
does keep in touch with his guests as 
best as he can. I don’t regret attending 
the event at all. I know I would get only 
a few opportunities to see a creator 
I’m a fan of otherwise. However, that 
doesn’t change the sadness I felt when 
I realized just how isolating the format 
of this event was. Despite the fact that 
this was a comedy event, I shut my lap-
top with my spirits dampened rather 
than brightened.

— Contact Jada Chambers at 
jada.chambers@emory.edu

SPC Zoom 
Comedy 

Disappoints

tasks that range from fixing electrical 
wires to retrieving drinks from a vend-
ing machine. 

However, unbeknownst to the crew-
mates, there is an imposter — a ran-
domly assigned player — attempting 
to kill everyone on board. The only 
way of stopping the imposter is to 
hold emergency meetings, in which the 
group discusses who the imposter may 
be, and tries to vote them off the ship. 
“Among Us” can be played with friends 
or strangers.

“Among Us’” main appeal lies in 
its communication-focused gameplay 
mechanics, wherein a win or a loss 
almost always depends on how a play-
er interacts with others. 

“I thrive on being able to detect the 
imposter or being the imposter. It’s 
cool how deceptive someone can be 
in the game,” Maha Abu-Salah (22Ox, 
24C) said.

Despite the need to deliberately 
sabotage your friends, “Among Us” 
actually serves as a way to bond with 
others. 

As an international student cur-
rently attending online classes in 

Indonesia, joining my friends in the 
U.S. for a game (or 10) allows me to 
obtain a semblance of the college expe-
rience I imagined back in January. 

It may not replace the feeling of 
in-person experiences, but there’s 
something special about engaging in 
the game’s admittedly absurd premise 
with others.

It’s important to consider the influ-
ence and sheer power of the internet: 
in this digital age, it’s not hard to see 
how social media sites have influenced 
the gaming choices people make. 
Throughout quarantine, social media 
has flourished with game-related con-
tent, boosting the popularity of certain 
releases. 

For one, Sun states that the inspira-
tion for the Emory “Minecraft” server 
came from looking at other colleges’ 
servers, such as the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and Oxford 
University.

If it weren’t for all the talk and 
memes about “Among Us,” many likely 
wouldn’t have poured hours into the 
game. 

Additionally, online spaces, particu-
larly instant messaging group chats 

and servers such as Dooley’s Tavern, 
another College Council-sponsored 
Discord server, provide a medium 
for students to easily discuss what 
games they’ve been playing or arrange 
a quick game in “The Jackbox Party 
Pack,” a popular party game collection. 
Intramural sports have gone online 
for the semester as well, relying on 
the GamePigeon app to play games on 
iMessage or scheduling online tourna-
ments for ‘Fifa 20’ and ‘Rocket League.’

As a whole, video games have always 
been about transporting players into 
another world and are synonymous 
with fun and relaxation. 

They have provided both a sense of 
normalcy and escapism during these 
times, be it through socially engag-
ing games or immersive single-player 
experiences. 

While we eventually have to put 
them down and focus on our day-
to-day lives, video games have been 
a fantastic way to spend quarantine 
and will continue to be throughout 
the year.

— Contact Mia Usman at 
mia.usman@emory.edu

‘Among Us’ Connects Students Virtually

Sam Smith Rocks Virtual Audience
By aBBy Williams
Contributing Writer

When I attended my first Sam 
Smith concert in 2017, I dressed up, 
took selfies with my best friend and 
sang along to every song. In 2020, I 
watched my second Sam Smith con-
cert through a screen in my bedroom, 
cuddling my dog, wearing my favorite 
fuzzy leggings and drinking a large 
mug of cinnamon apple tea.

Of course, I was only following 
Smith’s advice, who encouraged view-
ers at home to “get comfy” before set-
tling into their live setlist. Their words 
were only the first in a series of glaring 
reminders throughout the night about 
how COVID-19 has altered the live 
music landscape. Rather than strut 
across a stage, Smith performed their 
latest hits in London’s Abbey Road 
Studios. 

The studio only held a handful of 
people and background crew members 
who wore facemasks. Additionally, 
Smith re-emerged after the final song 
for a live Q&A rather than a rousing 
encore number. 

Despite the differences, Smith reas-
sured viewers that their concert would 
be sure to deliver the same soulful 
charm.

“This is different, but it’s going to be 
just as beautiful,” Smith said.

With numerous artists performing 
online this year, viewers may feel that 
they are watching a series of YouTube 
music videos instead of a live event. 
Smith’s team, however, delivered an 
intimate, engaging performance. The 
Abbey Road Studios venue allowed 
Smith’s band to set up in a relaxed 
semi-circle arrangement, facing each 
other rather than the audience. The 
pauses between songs felt familiar 
and organic instead of empty, as set-
mates grabbed water and shared a 
joke. Smith also diversified the concert 
experience by swapping out flashing 
LED lights with simple, monochro-
matic hues. 

“My Oasis” bathed the studio in a 
deep turquoise (reminiscent of aquari-
um lighting), whereas “Love Goes” was 
sung against a soft salmon. Their use 
of a singular, amber spotlight for the 
opening and closing tracks created a 
haunting atmosphere. 

The simplicity of the lighting choic-
es complemented Smith’s scaled-down 
renditions and spared viewers the 
headaches.

The singer-songwriter released 
their third album, “Love Goes,” only 
hours before the livestream, at mid-
night on Oct. 30. 

The new album boasts 17 tracks 
divided into two discs, the second of 
which is entirely composed of sin-

gles released since 2018. The first 
disc contains Smith’s latest singles, 
“Diamonds” and “My Oasis,” along 
with new hits such as “So Serious,” 
“Forgive Myself” and “Kids Again” (of 
which Smith said they’re the most 
proud). 

I’m personally most impressed with 
“Love Goes,” the album’s title track 
featuring Labrinth. 

Originally dubbed “Love in C 
Major,” the track repeats Mozart-esque 
music scales before transforming into 
a jubilant, synthetic rhythm after 
three minutes. 

Smith extolled the highest praise 
upon Labrinth, who performed “Love 
Goes” alongside them at Friday’s 
concert. 

Throughout the concert, Smith 
struck a delicate balance between new 
fan favorites (such as “Promises” and 
“How Do You Sleep?”) and past hit 
singles (including “Stay With Me” and 
“Too Good at Goodbyes”). Despite my 
love for “Love Goes,” the best hits of 
the night were their oldest ones. The 
slow piano rendition of 2014’s “Lay Me 
Down” played with black-and-white 
lighting evoked an all-encompassing 
feeling of nostalgia for “In The Lonely 
Hour.” The only track the livestream 
was lacking was “So Serious,” a new 

Borat 
Sequel 
Is Great 
Success 

By rhett hipp
Senior Staff Writer

Grade: A-

A Amid the chaos of 2020, it’s 
oddly fitting that everyone’s favorite 
quirky Kazakh journalist makes his 
return to the U.S. in “Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm.” 

After over a decade since the release 
of the original film, Sacha Baron 
Cohen has once more donned the grey 
suit and eccentric persona of the now-
iconic Borat Sagdiyev character, giving 
audiences another dose of his unique 
brand of vulgar prank-based satire. 

Taking aim at current events and 
the political culture in the American 
South, Baron Cohen produced a well-
deserved sequel.

After bringing shame to his country 
with his first documentary about his 
trip to the U.S., Borat (Baron Cohen) 
has been imprisoned by the Kazakh 
government. 

When Premier Nursultan 
Nazarbayev (Dani Popescu) of 
Kazakhstan decides that he wants to 
earn favor with the American govern-
ment, he sends Borat to deliver a gift to 
Vice President Mike Pence. 

Joining Borat on his journey is 
his equally awkward and politically/
socially misinformed 15-year-old 
daughter, Tutar Sagdiyev (Maria 
Bakalova). 

Together they find that much has 
changed about American politics since 
Borat last visited, much of which they 
don’t understand.

While 2006 may not seem that long 
ago (or maybe it seems like forever 
ago), the sociopolitical atmosphere and 
ongoing pandemic in America lay the 
ground for an adventure that is sub-
stantially different for Borat. 

What makes this sequel particularly 
interesting isn’t only people’s reactions 
to Borat’s escapades,of which there 
are still plenty of great moments), but 
often the lack of reactions from some. 
Watching people go along with Borat’s 
unacceptable behavior, including buy-
ing a cage for his daughter and asking 
for racist writing iced on a cake, is 
incredibly hilarious. 

Borat’s antics highlight a level 
of depravity within individuals in 
the far-right administration that is 
frightening.

To be clear, “Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm” isn’t just one extended jab 
at Republicans. While this vulgar com-
edy is far from nuanced (not that it 
ought to be), it does paint an interest-
ing portrait of the American South. 
At one point in the film, Borat takes 
lodging with two newfound far-right 
conspiracy theorists. Despite their 
crazy theories about the Clintons and 

iLLustration by mia usman
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While this vulgar 
comedy is far from 

nuanced, it does paint 
an interesting portrait 

of the American 
South.
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gets stranger and bloodier with each 
passing day.

sarU garg: remaining resistant

With the advent of Trump’s presi-
dency, art began to carry an unprec-
edented urgency and anger. More 
than ever, films became concerned 
with interrogating the social fab-
ric of our country and all the issues 
that were at risk of being exacer-
bated by Trump’s administration.  
A non-exhaustive list includes racism 
(“Get Out,” 2017 ), the climate crisis 
(“mother!” 2017) and class disparities 
(“Knives Out,” 2019). 

The biggest foreign film of the last 
four years, “Parasite” (2019), reflected 
socioeconomic anxieties that rang all 
too true for Americans. Art trans-
formed into a tool of resistance, a 
medium through which filmmakers 
were able to channel their frustration 
and anger at Trump’s White House. 
If Trump is to win reelection, this 
resistance may very well continue, 
challenging and questioning Trump’s 
policies. 

I do, however, fear that art may be 
permeated with a feeling of defeat with 
a second Trump term. 

I, for one, hope art would not 
become hopeless. I would hope it stays 
angry. 

Zimra ChiCkering: art and art 
mUseUms

Museums today are populated by 

ancient statues with their noses bro-
ken off and ancient Mayan plates with 
drill holes in the middle. 

Egyptian statues often don’t have 
noses because breakinging them off 
was seen as suffocating the life of 
the statue in Christianity’s triumph, 
and Mayan plates will often have “kill 
holes” in them that actually served to 
activate the artwork’s spiritual power. 
If Trump wins again,  even more 
altered artworks in museums will 
play important roles in understand-
ing this moment in history. 

During the first four years of 
Trump’s presidency, protesters took 
to altering or toppling Confederate 
statues and slave-owner monuments 
across the United States. As a result, 
many of them will end up in random 
art museum collections in the com-
ing years, as curators scramble to 
contextualize them and explain these 
important alterations. 

Much like how ancient statues 
can teach viewers about the histori-
cal context, social systems and politi-
cal climate of their times, the history 
recorded on these current monuments 
will teach future viewers about the 
state of unrest that flourished during 
the era of Trump.

Bridget Barnsley: ‘satUrday night 
live’ and politiCal Commentary

During Trump’s presidency, there 
has been no end to skits and jokes at 
his expense, against which he con-
tinues to push back, most notably 

through Twitter rants. 
This, in turn, leads to anger over his 

unpresidential conduct and even more 
jokes about his temperamental behav-
ior. If we’re given another four years of 
Trump, we can expect this back and 
forth to be exacerbated. 

“Saturday Night Live” (SNL) has 
always been political, but their politi-

cal humor has generally been more 
lighthearted than biting. While 
“SNL’s” political satire isn’t usually 
this edgy, their subjects usually have a 
better sense of humor about it, allow-
ing them to come on the show and 
accept the jokes made about them. 
This was never going to happen with 
Trump. With Trump’s possible reelec-
tion, the president will continue to 
escape meaningful criticism. 

Jada ChamBers: hear the people 
sing

As young people, we’re told to have 

a five-year, even 10-year plan. I’m the 
sort of type-A person who had her 
entire life mapped out right up to her 
30s. 

The Trump administration’s poor 
management of the pandemic changed 
my plans. 

Regardless of the election’s out-
come, I know we will be using music to 

cope with whatever the world throws 
at us. 

Protest songs have existed in 
some capacity as long as people 
have protested. In the U.S., art-
ists span decades and genres and 
include the likes of Bob Dylan, 
Rage Against the Machine and 
Kendrick Lamar. Music not only  
mirrors the current climate, but cap-
tures the sentiments of the artist and 
the people who enjoyed the music 
when it was created. 

All of our emotions from this 
tumultuous time will be packed 
into three-minute chunks and pre-

served forever — if not physically, then  
in the memories of the people 
who chanted an artist’s lyrics as  
they marched down their city’s streets, 
or hummed tunes while doing dishes 
because they’re out of work or stuck 
at home. I’m terrified right now, more 
than I’ve ever been in my entire life. 

But if there’s anything I’ve learned 
in my short time here, it’s that music 
can get you through anything, and 
I think music is about to get really 
personal. 

— Contact Saru Garg at 
saru.garg@emory.edu and 

Stephen Altobelli at 

Art Must Demand More for BIPOC, BLM 
Continued from Page 9

Smith’s Virtual 
Concert Exudes 
Emotion, Heart
album track that discusses “being mis-
erable in a really playful way.” The 
lyric, “put your hands in the air if 
you sometimes ever get sad like me,” 
perfectly lands within the intersection 
of Smith’s emotive vibe and the bleak-
ness of 2020 — it would’ve caused 
viewers to wave their hands all over 
the globe.

I didn’t need to witness Smith per-
form at a concert venue to bawl my 
eyes out. 

The unusual virtual venue never 
detracted from the visceral magic of 
hearing songs I love being performed 
as if they are brand new. While their 
previous album found me hanging out 
with high school friends and plan-
ning trips to visit family, Smith’s latest 
album is now the soundtrack to my 
“new normal” of Zoom learning and 
quarantining in my parents’ house. 
The music of our favorite artists ebbs, 
flows and grows with us — no matter 
how many plot twists occur in our 
stories. 

During the live Q&A, Smith said, “I 
hope I can look back at my albums like 
a photo album. I want to see growth.” 
Hopefully, when Smith, along with all 
of us who listened to their album in 
this unpredictable season, looks back 
at “Love Goes,” they’re able to realize 
the ways in which music prevails over 
2020’s madness.

— Contact Abby Williams at 
abby.williams@emory.edu

Obamas, they chide Borat for his anti-
quated views on women and their role 
in society. 

To talk solely about Borat, however, 
is a disservice to the movie’s other 
lead, Tutar, who is just as funny and 
profane as Borat. Many scenes allow 
Tutar space on her own to pull pranks, 
which are deftly performed. 

Even the scripted moments between 
Borat and Tutar are well executed, 
with the two’s idiosyncrasies playing 
off each other perfectly.

After the movie’s release, Baron 
Cohen hosted a Q&A as Borat with 
fans, critics and others over Zoom, 
answering any questions people 
might have about the film or his life 
in general. 

This was an excellent showcase 
of Baron Cohen’s improv capabili-
ties as Borat, coming up with quick-
witted jabs at his questioners and 
stories about his life in Kazakhstan. 
Afterward, Borat hosted a dance party 
where viewers on Zoom could show 
their moves and have some fun. 

If there’s anything to take away 

from the sequel, it’s Baron Cohen’s 
masterful attempt to make light of our 
terrible circumstances. The film’s sat-
ire is biting, and its humor is thought 
provoking. 

While it may be hard to recom-
mend “Borat Subsequent Moviefilm” 
to everyone due to its vulgarity and 
offensive nature, if you’re fond of 
the original, it’s hard to imagine you 
wouldn’t like this one, too.

— Contact Rhett Hipp at 
rhett.hipp@emory.edu

Courtesy of amazon studios

Borat Sagdiyev (Sacha Baron Cohen) prepares to travel to America to deliver his daughter 
Tutar (Maria Bakalova) as a gift to Mike Pence in “Borat Subsequent Moviefilm.”

have scaled back last season’s violence 
to make the show more family-friend-
ly, but they continued to push forward 
with the same dramatic tone. 

The fight scenes begin right from 
the start of the first episode and hear-
ken back to the action that initially 
attracted a large fanbase, and may be 
foreshadowing the rest of the season’s 
intensity.

The end of the episode shows Boba 
Fett (Temuera Morrison) lurking in 
the shadows, leaving viewers with 
plenty of theories over how the leg-
endary character will figure into this 
season’s storyline. Will he chase after 
the Mandalorian for his armor or stick 
to the shadows for something more vil-
lainous down the line? 

His role represents one more 
point of connection between “The 
Mandalorian” and the original “Star 
Wars” trilogy, as Boba Fett is widely 
remembered for turning Han Solo 
(Harrison Ford) over to Jabba the Hutt 
in “The Empire Strikes Back.” 

I’m most interested to see where the 
showrunners take the storyline with 
the Child, or as the public has lov-
ingly dubbed him “Baby Yoda,” though 

the creators have said that is not his 
species. 

I hope by the end of this second 
season we have more answers as to 
what he is and what his presence actu-
ally signifies within the “Star Wars” 
universe. 

With each passing second on screen, 
the Child brings humor and cuteness, 
and I look forward to seeing even more 
memes of him in the coming weeks. 

The show’s sole disappointment is 
that new episodes come out weekly 
rather than at once, forcing avid fans 
to wait and not binge the whole season 
in a day. 

However, have not doubt that I’ll be 
there every Friday to watch the story 
unfold. 

The world of “The Mandalorian” is 
rich and colorful, and I can’t wait to 
follow alongside the Mandalorian as 
he continues his search to bring the 
Child back. 

I’m sure the bounty hunting father-
child duo has some tricks up its sleeve 
to surprise the fans and plenty more 
meme-able moments to come.

— Contact Bridget Barnsley at 
bridget.barnsley@emory.edu

Borat Makes ‘Very Nice’ Return to Screens Baby Yoda is Back and 
Cuter Than Ever

But if there’s anything I’ve 
learned in my short time here, 

it’s that music can get you 
through anything and I think 

music is about to get really 
personal.

— Asst. Copy Editor Jada Chambers

Continued from Page 10

Continued from Page 10

Continued from Page 10

Season 2 Teases 
Galaxies of Possibilities

w Interested in art? Contact Saru Garg at 
     saru.garg@emory.eduW
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DORM DECORATIONSSATIRE

By Jack Hudson

Contributing Writer

The sun beats down as my trusty 
mule trots along beside me, car-
rying rations needed for the long 
journey ahead. I haven’t seen a face 
in weeks; my only companions are 
the occasional tumbleweeds that 
drift aimlessly through these hal-
lowed grounds. Every watering hole 
has been disconnected, leaving my 
canteen bone dry until who knows 
when. Food is scarce too, but we 
make do with what we can. The 
long trek is treacherous, and if one 
is not careful it can cost you your 
sanity — even your life. I’m start-
ing to believe I’ll never make it to 
the Atwood Chemistry Building on 
time. 

Class starts at 9:40 a.m. I wake 
up at 5:00 a.m. to prepare for the 
road ahead. Even though campus is 
deserted, the same parking restric-
tions remain in place, forcing me 
to park my wagon miles away. The 
empty lots remind me of simpler 
times of when parking passes actu-
ally meant something to me. That 
time is long gone. 

Only a few of us were chosen to 
return. It’s been rumored that a 
small number of people have set 
up camp in the old dormitories 
that were once filled to the brim. 
Outsiders are rarely allowed in; 
everything I know of these bar-
racks have been through word of 
mouth. Although their faces are 
covered, occasionally you will see 
brave souls with fleeting innocence 
in their eyes. One can only imagine 
what they’ve witnessed. 

I journey on, hastening my step 
as class creeps ever closer to begin-
ning. Up ahead, an unmasked indi-
vidual approaches me. I quickly 
cross the avenue to avoid contami-
nation, holding my breath for good 
measure. By the looks of him, he 
is not from these parts of town 
— he exudes the stain of the out-
side world. He is unaware of the 
strict ramifications in place for 

those caught without facial cover-
ings. One can only hope he makes 
it off the property before someone 
catches him. 

I fear I have become lost, and 
with no companions, I must search 
for something around me to guide 
my expedition. Something glis-
tens in the sunlight up ahead, but 
it’s hard to make out what exactly 
it is. A sphinx? No, it can’t be. 
As I advance toward it, its shape 
becomes ever clearer and its shim-
mering gold reminds me of much 
simpler times. Behold, a lion — its 
shimmering presence has guided 
many weary travelers before me 
and will continue to do so for gen-
erations to come. I know where I 
am now.

I can see my destination up 
ahead, but still, the long  journey 
continues. To my left, a building 
stands over me, which appears to be 
a gymnasium of sorts. I can almost 
hear the sounds of weights clinking, 
nets rustling and guys getting their 
pump on. A voice cries out, “You’re 
looking huge, bro. How much do 
you bench?” I turn around, but no 
one is there. Must have been the 
wind howling. The hallucinations 
are clearly getting worse. I fear 
my mind has incurred irreparable 
damage from this expedition. 

Eventually I reach the Atwood 
Chemistry Building, but at what 
cost? Those who also enrolled in 
this course look just as damaged 
as I, and it appears we may have 
lost several along the way. While 
we receive our instruction, it’s hard 
to focus. The fear of what is out 
there looms over our heads, and the 
knowledge that we must make this 
journey all over again in a matter of 
minutes strikes fear into each and 
everyone of us. Some will return, 
others may not, but it’s the price 
we must pay in exchange for some 
sense of normalcy in our modern 
age. Or at least we think so.

— Contact Jack Hudson at 

jack.hudson@emory.edu

By angela Tang and 
madeline Bryce

Emory Life Editor and 
Contributing Writer

Given students’ need to self-iso-
late in their dorms or off-campus 
apartment this semester, many have 
taken extra care to incorporate com-
fort and familiar-
ity into their living 
spaces. 

Whether on the 
Atlanta campus, 
Oxford campus 
or in off-campus 
housing, these stu-
dents have deco-
rated their rooms 
to remind them of 
home.

PHoTos 
and FamiliariTy

Uncertain of 
her plans for the 
fall, Josephine 
Shia (20Ox, 22N) 
dropped her apart-
ment lease in 
July after Emory 
announced its tran-
sition to remote 
learning.  

But after she 
discovered she had 
two in-person lab 
classes, she franti-
cally scrambled to 
find accommoda-
tions and ended up 
living in her friend’s 
living room. 

Equipped with 
lots of colorful 
lights, photos and 
tape, she aimed 
to transform her 
makeshift bedroom 
into home.

“I incorporated 
home by making it 
super comfortable 
and including per-
sonal touches such 
as photos of friends 
and family that 
make me happy, 
as well as includ-
ing touches of my 
favorite color,” Shia 
said. 

arTwork

and

aromas

Zimra 
Chickering (24C) 
aimed to replicate 
the aesthetics and 
smells of her color-
ful bedroom back 
home. 

She filled her dorm with familiar 
scents, displaying hot sauces, cin-
namon, tea bags, sage spray and 
eucalyptus containers from home. 

To recreate a cozy aesthetic, she 
brought copious amounts of decora-
tive pillows, tapestries and blankets. 

She also hung up posters from the 
Art Institute of Chicago, a museum 
she described as a second home, 
due to working there for nearly four 
years. 

Chickering noted her decorations 
were part of her identity. 

 “I also brought pictures of my 
family, bi-pride flags and a Yiddish 
sign in order to bring parts of my 
identity with me into my dorm like I 
have at home,” she said.

FlourisHing

among 
Fluorescences

As someone who gets homesick 
easily, Aditi Mishra (22Ox) focused 
on making her room feel exactly like 
home. 

She hung string lights from the 
ceiling and window to cast an ambi-
ent glow over her entire room, and 
decorated the walls with tapestries 

of landscape paintings. 
Adorning her living space is 

incredibly important to her because 
of her family’s beliefs. 

“I’ve always been told that mak-
ing your living space one that you 
love only means that what you put 
there will flourish,” Mishra said. 

“I hope that by loving my dorm so 
much and making it 
such a comfortable 
and beautiful space, 
that I can bring that 
same happiness to 
my experience at 
Oxford.” 

QualiTy 
and 

colors

While decorat-
ing her apartment, 
Anjelica Abraham 
(21C) focused on 
investing in quality 
furniture and deco-
rations, as she hopes 
to continue using 
them long after 
graduation come 
this spring. 

She also noted 
the personal impor-
tance of owning a 
kitchen table and 
multiple couches, 
because she enjoys 
cooking for multiple 
friends. 

Although she did 
have to spend some 
money to buy new 
furniture, she didn’t 
forget to bring along 
some old memories. 

She incorporated 
personal touches 
from home by dis-
playing photos of 
friends and fam-
ily, artwork from 
independent artists, 
colorful lights and 
more.

“I like having 
bright colors in my 
apartment because 
my walls are kind of 
a dingy beige color, 
so I cover the walls 
with things that 
make me happy, 
like a tapestry and 
a lot of these stick-
on butterf lies,” 
Abraham said. 

conclusion

Whether it’s 
through photos, 
posters, tapestries, 
lights or a com-
bination of them 

all, students have taken different 
approaches to personalizing their 
surroundings. 

Though quarantined away from 
their families, these students repli-
cated a small piece of home through 
creativity and a trip to Target. 

— Contact Angela Tang at 

angela.tang@emory.edu 

and Madeline Bryce at 

madeline.bryce@emory.edu

On-Campus Classes: 
A Treacherous Endeavor

Archives: Election Uncertainty 
Keeps Emory Students Watching

Students Transform Quarantine Spaces Into Homes

Courtesy of Josephine shia

Courtesy of Zimra ChiCkering

Courtesy of aditi mishra

Courtesy of anJeliCa abraham

By andrew ackerman

For College freshman Dov 
Weinryb, the recent elections have 
become an obsession. Not only is he 
glued to CNN for the latest updates, 
but Weinryb wrote a letter to his 
entire English class citing his con-
cerns on the election’s outcome.

“I closely followed the outcome 
of the election because the victor 
will be our leader in an important 
time in American history,” he said. 
“It’s a time of change, and decid-
ing the future of social welfare pro-
grams [such as] Medicare and social 
security.”

But Weinryb is not alone, as stu-
dents kept vigil around their televi-
sion sets this past weekend, paying 
close attention to the closest elec-
tion in recent history. Some students 
felt that voters in Florida were dis-
enfranchised and had a legitimate 
right to petition for a re-vote in their 

county. Others said a re-vote might 
set a negative precedent in American 
politics.

Last week, a lawsuit was filed 
by three voters from Palm Beach 
County, Fla., who claim they were 
disenfranchised because the ballot 
in their county was poorly designed 
and illegal. These voters believe they 
accidentally voted for Reform Party 
candidate Pat Buchanan, instead of 
Democrat Vice President Al Gore. 

College freshman Susie Peterson 
did not believe these voters had a 
strong case. She said it is not the 
government’s fault that they did not 
read their ballot correctly.

“It’s like when you take a test and 
get stuff wrong,” she said. “It’s not 
the teacher’s fault you didn’t read the 
question correctly: It’s your fault.” 

See REFLECTING, Page 14
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COFFEE REVIEW

By Adam Heckman

Contributing Writer

One of the biggest disappoint-
ments of this Zoom semester is that 
I can’t stop by Kaldi’s or Blue Donkey 
for a daily cup of overpriced joe. Like 
many college students, I depend on 
the burst of vitality that only caffeine 
or a perfectly timed power nap can 
provide. 

For those living on campus, 
Starbucks can be too far and Kaldi’s 
is far too overpriced when you just 
want a quick and reasonably priced 
coffee before cozying up in your 
dorm. 

For the few isolated on campus 
and those anticipating their return, 
I’d like to appreciate some of Blue 
Donkey’s greatest concoctions and 
applaud their tasteful contribution to 
my weekly suffering, sleepiness and 
study sessions. 

1. summer almond

When I drink the Summer 
Almond, I am transported to an 
immense vista. The sun blooms on 
the horizon, and as the first rays 
of sunshine gently caress my rosy 
cheeks, a summer breeze lifts my 
spirits with a bolt of warm electric-
ity. Make no mistake, when it comes 
to taste, this blend is divine. 

As Blue Donkey’s most popular 
blend, it’s soft, sweet and mellow 
enough for a king, but its floral, 
nutty punch leaves you floating like a 
butterfly. Its delicate flavor will force 
a smile upon your face and always 
invites you to make the most of a 
new day. The Summer Almond is my 
soulmate, so buy a cup while you can 
(I’m going to drink them all).  

 
2. Tear Jerker

When you’re overwhelmed with 
work and on the verge of a break-
down, look no further than the 
Tear Jerker. Double-brewed for 
extra caffeine, it’s a powerful and 
unforgettable extra dark roast taste, 
intense enough to awaken your inner 
champion. 

Be warned, the caffeine level in 
this drink is so remarkable that any 
slight thought of procrastination 
doesn’t stand a chance. It’s a great 
drink for the early morning grind, 
because there’s no chance you’ll be 
sleeping anytime soon. 

Its flavor is enough to jerk you 
awake and the caffeine dehydrates 
your body so you can’t cry about 
tomorrow’s midterm. Consume 
with care. My condolences to your 
bladder.  

3. original

Blue Donkey’s Original is any-
thing but basic — it has a remarkably 
sacarrine undertone and smooth fin-
ish. This coffee maintains an incred-
ible balance of bold flavors and natu-
ral sugar cane creamy goodness that 
even Thanos would gladly sip. This 
is the OG blend for a reason; get a 
large, because once you start drink-
ing, you won’t be able to stop. 

4. Four 65

Complex, nuanced, dynamic and 
multi-layered. The bold tones of Four 
65’s heavily caffeinated blend make 
it a great choice for an early morning 
boost. This blend is roasted at a stag-
gering 465 degrees, and although 
this means absolutely nothing to me, 
it has an exceptionally rich, satisfy-
ing finish that is forever burnt into 
my mind.

5. ligHT

Blue Donkey’s Light is advertised 
as their healthy option as a “light” 
version of their original. Though I 
appreciate how this drink helps my 
waist, it doesn’t have the requisite 
sugar to fix this sour blend. 

The Light flavor lacks power and 
punch. If you’re looking for a health-
ier alternative to Blue Donkey’s 
sugar-packed menu, this provides a 
satisfying, albeit somewhat under-
whelming, boost.

6. cHocolaTe Brigadeiro

Drinking this is more like drink-
ing a cup of condensed milk and 
sweetened cocoa powder. Chocolate 
Brigadeiro is delightfully sweet and 
has deep notes of non-GMO cocoa, 
which will remind you of tropical 
nights and waves crashing. 

However, this blend is more of a 
treat than a pick-me up — it’s less 
coffee and more chocolate truffle. 
The aftertaste also leaves me beg-
ging to eat an actual brigadeiro. 

Whether it be the sweet delight 
of the Summer Almond or the raw, 
earthy boost of the Tear Jerker, Blue 
Donkey coffee shop gives the main 
campus a unique taste that one sim-
ply cannot replicate with a humble 
home coffee brew. Treat yourself 
during this stressful semester, and 
if you’re ever bored of these clas-
sic blends, the baristas are always 
happy to mix blends for a unique 
concoction. 

— Contact Adam Heckman at 

adam.heckman@emory.edu

By angela Tang

Emory Life Editor

In the Wheel’s 101-year histo-
ry, more than 100 editor-in-chiefs 
have led the paper. 

After tenures marked by inor-
dinate hours of editing and debat-
ing journalism ethics, these edi-
tors have chosen a variety of post-
graduation paths, from television 
producers to business executives. 

Former Editor-in-Chief Zachary 
Hudak (17C) extended his student 
journalism work into a professional 
career, covering the presidential 
election at CBS since 2016. 

This transcript has been edited 

for clarity and length.

The Emory Wheel: Can you 
go over your journalism history — 
when you were at the Wheel and 
what you’ve been doing since?

ZH: When I got to Emory, I 
planned to play baseball, but start-
ed working for the Wheel. It got to a 
point where I couldn’t do both and 
had to make a decision. I picked 
the Wheel and ended up becoming 
sports editor, and just got more and 
more into it. 

I ran the paper from 
2016 to 2017, which was 
a particularly chaotic 
year. 

Overnight, a few peo-
ple wrote in chalk across 
campus various pro-
Trump slogans. There 
was a protest the next 
day, and the paper cov-
ered it. 

There were people 
who wanted to give a 
narrative about how 
college students are 
“snowflakes.”It became 
an easy story to manipulate. 

I cranked out a letter from the 
editor, essentially saying, “Here’s 
the situation.” That letter blew up, 
and I was 21, talking on CNN and 
Al Jazeera. 

I think I barely slept that year-
long period, but no matter how 
late I had driven home from the 
Wheel offices before, every morn-
ing I would wake up excited to work 
on the paper. 

Some point through all this, I 
realized there’s nothing else I could 
imagine myself doing. 

Starting in 2018, I started cover-
ing Elizabeth Warren’s campaign. 
So in that job you kind of follow 
the candidate literally everywhere. 

I essentially didn’t have a home for 
that nine-month period. 

The job was the best I could hope 
for for my own development and 
education. It was tremendous fun.

This year I was assigned to cover
Pennsylvania, which has been 

great. 
This is the 

first time 
that anyone 
in the state 
can vote by 
mail with-
out an offi-
cial excuse, 
so we’ve got 
this mass 
inf lux of 
mail voting. 

That’s cre-
ated legal nightmares and also a 
logistical nightmare. I’ve been cov-
ering the challenges of that. 

TEW: Who is the most mem-
orable person you’ve interviewed 
and why?

ZH: It would have to have been 
a guy in Detroit around the Detroit 
debates. His wife, the year prior, 
had been deported. He was a citi-

zen. She was here illegally. 
I was sitting at the steps of this 

church, talking to this guy. He had 
his three daughters from ages three 
to 10, weeping to me, telling me 
about this. 

It, so vividly, put a face to policy. 

TEW: What are your short-term 
and your long-term goals for your 
career? 

ZH: This job at CBS I wanted 
since I was working at the Wheel.

 I wish I had something like that 
to say is next — like I want this job 
in however many years. Not really 
the case. 

I think part of that is because 
the job covering the campaign has 

been such an experience that itself 
has changed me a lot and has made 
me wonder about what I want to do. 

I think that eventually I’d like to 
return to more of the management 
side. 

I really enjoyed that at the Wheel 
— running a 
newsroom. 

Right now, 
I just want to 
become a bet-
ter reporter 
and do some-
thing where I’m 
similarly fully 
immersed on a 
single topic. 

TEW: What 
advice would you give cur-

rent undergraduates interested in a 
journalism career?

ZH: I think you should work for 
the Wheel. You got to talk to people. 
You can’t do this job without talk-
ing to people. 

I think the sooner you get into 
the habit of just very, not aggres-
sively, but persistently talking to 
people, the better off you’re going 
to be. 

Don’t start writing 
until you know what 
you’re going to say. 

The process of physi-
cally putting the word 
on the page, of con-
structing the sentences, 
I don’t find that hard. 

But the process of 
organizing ideas and 
figuring out what I’m 
trying to say, I do find 
really hard. 

And I think the prob-
lem a lot of young folk 
have is that they try to 
write a story before they 

know what the story is. 
Intern wherever you can. 
When you’re there as an intern, 

you should be excited to do any-
thing, within reason. 

You have to show that you can do 
it, that you want to do it. 

I think going to work on the 
weekends is really important. 

That’s when places are under-
staffed, and they’ll let you do stuff 
that otherwise you would never be 
given the responsibility to do. 

News is around you.
Cover it.  

— Contact Angela Tang at 

angela.tang@emory.edu 

Blue Donkey 
Blends, Ranked

Hudak Covers Campaign Trail

Zachary

Hudak 

(17C), 
Former 
Editor-
in-Chief 
and CBS 
reporter

Courtesy of ZaChary hudak

“But no matter how late I had driven home 
from the Wheel offices before, every morning 
I would wake up excited to wake up and work 
on the paper. Some point through all this, I 
realized there’s nothing else I could imagine 

myself doing.

— Zachary Hudak (17C) , Former Editor-in-Chief    

SPOTLIGHT

illustration by ulia ahn
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Crossword: Election Edition
By Aidan Vick || Associate Editor

Across

1 Occupational safety document
4 Legal excuse, cover story
9 Dry, barren
13 Weirdo, eccentric person
15 Misery, agony
17 “__ __, I cheat, I steal”
18 “__ __ Got” by Chance the Rapper ft. 
Kanye West
19 Globular movie monster
20 Nocturnal forest bird
22 Masked “Halloween” slasher
23 Web browser, dramatic musical
24 Devotional observances
26 Indian stock market index
27 Nutmeg-rich Caribbean island
29 Classic Pearl Jam album
32 __ culpa
33 Provides access to RAM
34 Coldplay, “__ __ Place”
35 Treat yo’ self
39 Stored potential energy
41 Aaron Burr actor
42 Spacecraft manufacturer and launcher
44 Iowans abbreviation
45 D.C. NFL organization
46 Sold by annoying salesmen
48 Problematically named residence hall
51 Candy corn company
52 Non-Texas style of hold ‘em poker, 
Nebraska
54 A witch gathering, “American Horror 
Story” season 3
57 Foul, college, drawing
59 Hydroxyl group double-bonded to an 
alkene
60 Phoenician king of Tyre
61 Computer key, SZA album
62 “Harvest Moon” singer
63 Christmas carols
64 U.K. healthcare organization
65 Laundry detergent, infamous pods
66 The beginning of
67 UN commission for gender equality

For some, last week’s election 
results presented an opportunity to 
question the Electoral College. 

Peterson said that despite the 
unlikelihood that a constitution-
al amendment would be passed 
abolishing the Electoral College, 
she thought the issue should be 
discussed. 

 said she doubted small states 
would vote to ratify the amendment 
because it gives them “attention and 
power in campaigns.”

As of Sunday, Texas Gov. George 
W. Bush led Gore in Florida by 
approximately 300 votes out of more 
than 6 million votes cast in the state, 
according to unofficial statistics 
compiled by The Associated Press. 

College freshman Dave Mann pre-
dicts there will be the largest turn-
out ever in the next election cycle, 
because he believes people will “real-
ize how important their vote is” from 
the close results of this election.

Many students agree with College 
junior Jacob Waxman, who said the 
Electoral College is out of date and 
contrary to democratic principles 
that plurality rules. 

“Originally, the Electoral College 
was designed to protect a state’s 
voice in the federal government,” 
he said. “It used to be necessary 
because federal decisions affected 
each state differently.”

The few who support the Electoral 

Reflecting on the 
2000 Election

College said that without it, candi-
dates would focus their campaigns 
primarily on areas with the greatest 
population density — urban cen-
ters such as New York, Los Angeles 
and Chicago. Weinryb supports 
the Electoral College for a different 
reason.

“It’s a good check on the people’s 
power, if they submit to a momen-
tary desire or movement,” he said. 

Despite the fact that students 
disagree on having a re-vote and 
Electoral College, they said they 
wanted to ensure that the new 
president is elected legally and 
legitimately. 

Many students said it is impor-
tant that the president is not chosen 
hastily.

“The will of the people should 
be followed, but people should not 
panic,” said College sophomore 
Chad Greenspan, “We have until 
January to sort things out.”

But for Peterson, it is important to 
inaugurate a Democratic president 
in January, to establish a balance of 
power between the two major politi-
cal parties in Washington.

“It’s important to have a 
Democratic president because oth-
erwise you have only one party in 
power — a Republican president 
and a Republican congress,” she 
said. “With a Democrat president, 
you have more of a balance of the 
views of the people in government, 
both Democratic and Republican.”

Continued from Page 12

Down

1 Winter bike
2 Athletic practice punishment
3 Fancy evening party (French)
4 A mom’s heterosexual counterpart
5 Tove __- “__ Ballad”
6 “__ __ that blows no one any good”
7 Postseason college football match
8 Anger, chagrin
9 They have the meats
10 Rattling sound in unhealthy lungs
11 Tyler, the Creator persona, album
12 Nickname of 14 down’s team
14 Warriors coach, Mason jar brand
21 Excited, restless
22 Academic citation style
25 Genus of moth, Greek name
28 Sicilian city
29 Explosive, home of “Inside the NBA”
30 Parent record label of The Beatles, 
Queen
31 The five boroughs
32 British parental abridgment
34 Low-Earth orbit laboratory
35 “You reap what you __”
36 Document file type
37 A piece of land
38 Nov. 3, 2020
40 Donald, Paul, Carter
43 Follows the rules
46 Post-mortem vase
47 Major scale with no sharps or flats
48 Acid released by muscles
49 Broken glass, ceramic
50 S’mores key ingredient
51 “Beauty and the Beast” protagonist
53 Pests or pets
54 Smallest unit of American currency
55 Vowel count in 34 down
56 Null and __
58 HomeStreet Bank stock abbreviation
60 Nitroxyl chemical formula 
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took her lead and soared.” 
In her 2002 memoir “Never Say 

Never: Ten lessons to turn you can’t 
into YES I CAN,” George discussed 
the obstacles she faced as a woman in 
the sports industry. George recalled 
being told that a woman sports report-
er would not make it in the sports 
world. However, George combated 
such remarks with positive thinking, 
and she attributed many of her oppor-
tunities and success to her outlook. 
George wrote, “Saying yes to yourself 
opens up opportunities that can take 
you anywhere.” 

George’s legacy continues to live 
on today through the many women 
in the sports broadcasting industry. 
One of the industry’s leading women 
is Hannah Storm, who was the first 
female host of CNN Sports Tonight in 
1989 and since then has worked with 
NBC Sports and ESPN. 

On top of her sports journalism 
career, Storm has directed and pro-
duced films. In 2008, Storm founded 
Brainstormin’ Productions, through 
which she has made projects for 
ESPN and espnW. While receiving 
many accolades for her accomplish-
ments, one of her most groundbreak-
ing achievements was receiving the 
Gracie Award in 2000 for pioneering 
work as a female in the world of sports 
broadcasting. 

Another impressive female sports 
broadcaster is Rachel Nichols. Nichols 
is a well-respected reporter most 
known for her on-air contributions. 
Much of Nichols’ time is spent on “The 
Jump,” a daily talk show which focus-
es on the NBA. The series involves 
appearances from NBA players, ana-
lysts and insiders. Before “The Jump,” 
Nichols covered major events, break-
ing news and high-profile interviews 

for ESPN. Even with the determination 
of such women, obstacles in the indus-
try abound. Networks such as ESPN 
have increasingly integrated women 
as sideline reporters, anchors and 
analysts. However, one large aspect is 
the appearance of these women sports 
reporters. ESPN is known for keep-
ing their women anchors extremely 
scripted in an attempt to make them 
seem more professional. While there 
may be more opportunities in the field 
now than there once was, this does not 
mean there are no downsides. Most 
women sports reporters are judged 
first on looks and second on the qual-
ity of their reporting. 

Women of color especially face bar-
riers in the sports journalism indus-
try. While the industry is majority 
white men, there are said to be 44 top 
women sports journalists, only four 
of whom are women of color. Women 

of color are often hypersexualized by 
the heteronormative sports journalism 
industry. 

NHL Executive Vice President of 
Programming and Production John 
Shannon said in 2009 to Bleacher 
Report that women need to be 20% 
better than their male counterparts 
just to be credible. Women discussing 
sports is still considered abnormal in 
an androcentric field, making it much 
harder for them to gain the respect 
they deserve. 

While female commentators are 
becoming increasingly integrated into 
the sports world, sports remains a 
male-dominated profession. Yet, it is 
through the work and determination 
of empowered women that a strong 
female presence is only increasing. 

— Contact Sofia Himmel at 
sjhimme@emory.edu

any reasonable executive would have 
done, the Hawks drafted Doncic. But, 
as not all executives would, the Hawks 
traded with the Dallas Mavericks on 
draft night, sending Doncic to Dallas 
for point guard Trae Young and a 2019 
first-round draft pick. 

Coming out of Europe, Doncic 
was seen as a franchise-altering 
player and future MVP candidate. At 
age 18, Doncic was the MVP of the 
EuroLeague, the second-best pro-
fessional league in the world. Some 
dubbed him a Magic Johnson-Larry 
Bird hybrid.

Two years into the NBA, Doncic has 
exceeded expectations. He won Rookie 
of the Year in 2019, and in 2020he was 
named an All-Star and earned first-
team All-NBA honors. 

He led the Mavericks to the play-
offs, where he averaged 31 points, 10 
rebounds and nine assists per game. 
His game-winner in Game 4 of the 
Mavericks’ first-round series against 
the Los Angeles Clippers is one of the 
iconic moments of the 2020 season 
and cemented his status as the future 
of the league. 

Where was Young during that shot? 
At home, playing horse and watching 
the playoffs because his Hawks failed 
to qualify for the playoffs for the third 
straight year. Now, this is not to say 
Young is a bust. In fact, he’s anything 
but. The diminutive sharpshooting 
point guard has career averages of 
24 points and nine assists, and he 
made the All-Star team in 2020. Young 
is also an overwhelming Atlanta fan 
favorite. 

Doncic and Young will be mentioned 

together for the rest of their careers 
as people inevitably play revisionist 
history on the draft night trade. Yet, 
Doncic could have — perhaps should 
have — been a Hawk. The next 10 years 
of Hawks basketball is now shrouded 
by one question: “What if we kept Luka 
instead of Trae?”

— Contact Tripp Burton at
trippburton@emory.edu

The emoTional RolleR CoasTeR 
of supeR Bowl li

The Atlanta Falcons’ locker room 
following Super Bowl LI was described 
as a morgue, and the cause of death of 
all the corpses? Choking. Some peo-
ple will attribute the Falcons loss to 
the finesse of former New England 
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady; yet 
much of the blame rests on the shoul-
ders of the Falcons. 

For the first three quarters, the 
Falcons kept Brady at bay and were 
in a more than ample position to win 
their first Super Bowl in franchise 
history. The beginning of the end 
occured when the Falcons were up 
28-3. They were facing a third-and-1 
at their 36-yard line. Instead of run-
ning or punting, the Falcons called 
for a deep pass. The Patriots forced a 
fumble on the play and recovered the 
ball at the 25. 

The Falcons next play could’ve 
started with a second-and-9 from the 
21-yard line, and then the Falcons 
could have run the ball twice before 
kicking a field goal to win it all. 
However, that is not how it went down. 
Falcons offensive coordinator Kyle 

Shanahan called a pass play, which 
resulted in a 12-yard loss, a holding 
call and an eventual punt. 

On top of these sloppy plays, the 
Falcons’ offense struggled to get into a 
groove and their defense was worn out. 
The Falcons ran 46 plays compared to 
the Patriots’ 93, and the Falcons were 
1-for-8 on third downs throughout the 
game. This choke job, especially on a 
stage such as the Super Bowl, has left 
a poor taste in Falcons’ fans mouths.

— Contact Sofia Himmel at
sjhimme@emory.edu

uGa followinG suiT in 2018 
ColleGe fooTaBll playoffs

Choking in big sporting events 
is not only unique to professional 
sports teams in Atlanta. In the 2018 
College Football Playoff National 
Championship game, the University 
of Georgia Bulldogs helped carry the 
unfortunate choking legacy of Atlanta 
sports. Georgia faced off against the 
University of Alabama Crimson Tide, 
one of their biggest rivals. While 
Georgia started up big, the Bulldogs 
blew a double-digit lead to the Crimson 
Tide and ended up losing 26-23.

Georgia got out to a large lead 
early, going up 13-0 by the end of the 
first half. At the start of the second 
half, Alabama head coach Nick Saban 
spontaneously benched quarterback 
Jalen Hurts for backup quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa. The teams exchanged 
touchdowns in the third quarter, but 
Georgia still held on to the 10-point 
lead entering the last quarter. 

In the fourth quarter, Alabama 

kicked a field goal and Tagovailoa 
completed a 7-yard touchdown pass to 
current Falcons wide receiver Calvin 
Ridley. Georgia did not answer any of 
these scores, and the score was tied 
at 20 at the end of the fourth quar-
ter and the game went to overtime.
Georgia scored first in overtime with 
a 51-yard field goal by kicker Rodrigo 
Blankenship. If Alabama scored a 
touchdown on the following posses-
sion, the overtime rules of college foot-
ball dictate that they would win the 
game. Alabama took control of the 
ball. The rest is history. 

Tagovailoa completed a 41-yard 
pass to wide receiver DeVonta Smith 
who took it to the end zone for a touch-
down, securing the title for Alabama. 
Not only was Georgia up two posses-
sions at the start of the fourth quarter, 
but the Bulldogs were shut out by the 
Alabama defense and let an inexperi-
enced backup quarterback come back 
to defeat them in overtime.

— Contact Michael Mariam at
mmariam@emory.edu

The falCons’ DisappoinTinG 
2012 nfC Championship TRip

The notorious 28-3 choke was not 
the first of the Atlanta Falcons’ post-
season woes. In fact, by Super Bowl LI, 
they were already experienced play-
off choke artists. In 2012, the 14-4 
Falcons were facing off against the San 
Francisco 49ers.

The Falcons came in firing, with 
quarterback Matt Ryan capping off 
the first drive on a 43-yard touchdown 
bomb to their emerging stud wide 

receiver Julio Jones. The Ryan-Jones 
connection stayed hot, and the Falcons 
held a steady momentum. On the first 
play of the second quarter, Ryan con-
nected with Jones again, this time on 
a 20-yard touchdown pass. 

At the beginning of the second half, 
the Falcons led 24-14, but in typical 
Atlanta fashion, this lead didn’t last. 
In the third quarter, Atlanta’s offense 
stalled and Ryan had two costly 
turnovers. 

The 49ers took full advantage, scor-
ing two touchdowns courtesy of their 
six-year veteran running back Frank 
Gore to take their first lead of the 
game.  

With about four minutes on the 
clock and the score at 24-28, the 
Falcons badly needed a touchdown 
to regain the lead. Just in time, the 
offense seemed to be heating up again, 
and Ryan was driving on the 49ers 
defense. On third-and-2, he floated a 
beautiful pass to wide receiver Harry 
Douglas, who then tripped on the turf 
despite a clear path to the end zone. 

The play was still ruled a recep-
tion — much to the chagrin of 49ers’ 
head coach Jim Harbaugh. But, to 
Harbaugh’s undoubtable enjoyment, 
the Falcons’ drive stalled in the red 
zone and a fourth-down incompletion 
sealed the Falcons’ fate. 

When all was said and done, the 
game ended at 24-28 in favor of 
the 49ers.  The Falcons had blown 
a 17-point lead, and gave way to 
the largest comeback ever in NFC 
Championship history. 

— Contact Ethan Mayblum at
ethan.louis.mayblum@emory.edu
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to claim that our trainers can provide        
comparable care via   Zoom is seen 
as a half-hearted attempt to justify 
bad decision making,” the letter said. 
“Our   trainers are doing the best they 
can with what they are 
given, but much of the 
treatment we receive 
is hands-on care or 
exercises with equip-
ment only available in 
the facilities.”

Assistant Athletic 
Director for Student 
Athlete Success and 
Compliance Audrey 
Hester noted these 
virtual sessions are 
still important, as 
they help athletes stay 
in shape.

“These set workouts are important 
for athletes to do at home so when they 
return there will be that kind of ramp-
ing up and acclimatization period,” she 
said. “But we also don’t want to see a 
lot of injuries when we return.”

For senior distance runner Jack 
Whetstone, the loss of another season 
has caused him and his teammates to 
reevaluate Emory’s ability to handle 
the pandemic. 

“The decisions Emory has made 
has caused a lot of people to ques-
tion if they can really handle this on 
their own,” Whetstone said. “Emory 
has thrown a pretty big wrench in all 
of our daily lives.”

Senior men’s basketball guard 
Pierre Coffy, who did not sign the let-
ter, has also felt defeated by the lack of 
facility access at Emory. 

“It’s really tough,” Coffy said. “A lot 
of guys have had to go get gym mem-
berships somewhere else. Other guys 
are working out just at their apart-
ments, but it would definitely be bet-
ter for us to get back in the swing of 

things.”
In preparation of 

the upcoming sea-
son, the newly formed 
S t u d e n t - A t h l e t e 
Advisory Committee 
will discuss the viabil-
ity of competition dur-
ing the spring semes-
ter. But the decision 
largely depends on 
how the pandemic will 
evolve throughout the 
winter. 

“The best that 
we can do is plan at 

the highest level with public health 
guidance to ensure that if we get our 
chance, we can move forward and keep 
our student athletes and anyone using 
our facilities healthy and safe,” Gelaye 
said. 

With both the fall and winter 
seasons now canceled, the next few 
months will hold many important 
decisions for Emory Athletics. As the 
athletic director position remains 
empty and spring sports — baseball, 
softball, golf, baseball, softball and 
track and field — hangs in the balance, 
Emory student athletes are demand-
ing more concrete answers.   

Andy Park and Jonathan Fineman 
contributed reporting. 

— Contact Jessica Solomon at 
jessie.solomon@emory.edu
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NFL, NBA, MLB Continually Leave Atlanta Fans Devastated
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Women sports commentators are shattering glass ceilings.
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“The decisions Emory 
has made has caused 

a lot of people to 
question if they can 
really handle this on 

their own.”

— Jack Whetstone, 
Senior Distance Runner

Female Sports Commentators Pave Way Arbitrary Decisions 
Called Out in Open Letter
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Then-sophomore forward Mason Johnson attacks the basket in a game against University of Chicago defenders. This season, 
however, Johnson and the men’s basketball team have to wait to put their uniforms back on.

Women 
In Sports 

Chip Away 
At Glass 
Ceiling

Athletes Mourn Another Lost UAA Season

Athletes Censure Athletics 
Dept. for Miscommunication

EMORY ATHLETICS

By JessiCa solomon

Sports Editor

On Oct. 27, the Emory Athletics 
Department announced the upcoming 
winter sports season would be can-
celed, prolonging disruption of Emory 
sports and eliciting a flurry of emo-
tions from students and coaches alike. 

The department, which is searching 
for an athletic director after former 
head Mike Vienna retired in August, 
has received criticism from student 
athletes about being vague and indi-
rect in its management. A letter signed 
by 61 student athletes, parents and 
alumni details their qualms. 

“To say that we are disappointed 
with Emory would be an understate-
ment,” the letter reads. “Emory is one 
of the few universities in Division III 
athletics not permitting their student 
athletes to have organized practice. 
We are yet to receive transparent and 

sound reasoning for this decision.”
Chief among the signees’ concerns 

is the lack of organized practices and 
access to athletic equipment and train-
ers that are normally available to them 
during the season. 

Student athletes are provided with 
at-home, virtual workouts from their 
strength and conditioning coach. 

“The attempt by Emory Athletics 

See FEMALE, Page 15

See ARBITRARY, Page 15

ATLANTA SPORTS

Biggest Chokes in Atlanta Sports History
It’s no secret that Atlanta sports, 

both professionally and on the colle-
giate level, have struggled when it mat-
ters most. For instance, the Atlanta 
Hawks have not made the NBA Finals 
in 59 years. Other Atlanta sports teams, 
too, have struggled in the postseason, 
the most recent tragedy coming from 
the Atlanta Braves. The Wheel select-
ed unforgettable moments in Atlanta 
sports history that embody the city’s 
infamous streak of failure. 

BRaves Blow 3-1 leaD To 
aDvanCe To woRlD seRies

After leading 3-1 in the series, need-
ing only one more game to advance to 
the World Series, the Atlanta Braves let 
the Los Angeles Dodgers pry their way 
out of the clutches of defeat and secure 
their spot in the World Series this year 
against the Tampa Bay Rays. 

In this episode of Atlanta’s sports 
humiliation, the cause can be boiled 
down to several big-time plays by 
the Dodgers as well as several costly 

Braves errors.
Atlanta won the first two games of 

the series; however, this success did 
not carry over into Game 3, where 
Atlanta lost 15-3, with an MLB play-
off record 11 runs scored in the first 
inning. 

Despite the blowout, the Braves 
responded in Game 4, winning 10-2; 
yet this would prove to be of no avail 
as the Dodgers won the next three 
games, burying all hopes that Atlanta 
fans had in the Braves bringing home 
a championship. 

The final game of the series brought 
about as much excitement as one could 
hope for in a Game 7. The Braves went 
up 2-0 early on, but the Dodgers tied 
it up in the third inning. The Braves 
took the lead again, going up 3-2, and 
looked prime to add on to their lead 
until Braves first baseman Freddie 
Freeman was robbed of a home run 
by Dodgers right fielder Mookie Betts 
at the wall. 

Betts’ catch would change the 
momentum of the game, with the 

Dodgers scoring two home runs late in 
the game that ultimately clinched their 
victory over Atlanta. The Dodgers took 
home the win and punched their tick-
ets to the World Series, winning 4-3. 

The Braves have won a total of three 
World Series championships in the 
franchise’s history but have failed to 
achieve similar success in recent years. 
The Braves will have to wait until next 
year to get another chance at making 
the World Series. 

— Contact Jack Hudson at 
jack.hudson@emory.edu

TRae younG oveR luka DonCiC 
in 2018 nBa DRafT ... Really?

It’s not often a “can’t miss” prospect, 
a “generational” talent, is available for 
your team. On NBA draft night in 
2018, that player, point guard Luka 
Doncic, was available for the Atlanta 
Hawks with the third overall pick. As 

See NFL, Page 15

By sofia himmel

Contributing Writer

“This is a man’s world.” 
When James Brown sang these 

famous lyrics in the song “It’s A Man’s 
Man’s Man’s World,” he may have been 
realizing that he would be nothing 
without a woman, but it is no less per-
tinent to the domination of males in 
the sports’ world. 

While fans rally around their favor-
ite NBA players, the WNBA struggles 
to sustain a following. Women athletes 
are often seen as “manly” for express-
ing frustration, though fans often 
love a scuffle during an NHL game. 
There is no hiding the double standard 
across all sports; yet, an empowering 
and typically overlooked sector of the 
sports industry in which women are 
occupying is commentating. Women 
commentators are growing in num-
ber and popularity, and are helping to 
shatter the glass ceiling. 

It is difficult to discuss women in 
sports broadcasting without talking 
about one of the trailblazers of the 
field: Phyllis George. In 1975, George 
was added to the cast of “The NFL 
Today,” a CBS Sports television series 
that served as an NFL pregame show. 
George took on the role of reporter 
and co-host, and she was known for 
the warmth she displayed in her inter-
views with star athletes. The com-
munity of women sports broadcasters 
unfortunately lost George this year 
on May 14 due to complications from 
a blood disorder. One of her co-hosts, 
Brent Musburger, tweeted, “Phyllis 
didn’t receive nearly enough credit for 
opening the sports broadcasting door 
for the dozens of talented women who 

By JessiCa solomon

Sports Editor

After months of uncertainty regard-
ing the status of winter sports, the 
University Athletic Association (UAA) 
announced on Oct. 27 that the for-
mal winter sports season would be 
canceled. Similar to the cancellation 
of the fall season, individual schools 
are allowed to make decisions about 
which games, if any, to retain for their 
programs. 

With no soccer, volleyball or cross 
country this fall, the Emory communi-
ty was hoping for a semblance of sports 
normalcy this winter. However, winter 
sports — basketball, indoor track and 
field as well as swimming and div-
ing — will now not see their seasons 
play out. 

While the UAA desired a winter 
season, the logistics of traveling and 
player and coach safety became an 
unavoidable obstacle. 

“Several UAA committees ... have 
met on a regular basis to consider 
how winter sport competition might 

take place as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to affect UAA campuses,” 
the statement reads. “It became clear 
that a substantial number of issues ... 
cannot be resolved in a manner that 
would facilitate an acceptable level of 
risk mitigation for student-athletes, 
coaches, officials, staff and others 
involved in the conduct of UAA winter 
sport competition.”

The forecast of new COVID-19 cases 
offers no hope that the virus is retreat-
ing, which presents numerous and var-
ied issues expounded in the statement, 
such as meeting NCAA testing pro-
tocols, complying with institutional 
travel limitations, handling differing 
quarantine guidelines and managing 
positive cases. The statement officially 
marks that every UAA sport in every 
season has been affected by this dead-
ly virus. 

Not only is it disheartening for 
the Emory community to lose formal 
sports competition for yet another 
season, Emory athletes are experienc-
ing the fullest waves of the decision’s 
consequences. 

Matt Schner, a senior who was a 

guard on the men’s basketball team 
last year, opted to take a gap semester 
this fall in case his season was can-
celed. In doing so, he’s eligible to play 
in the 2021 season as the NCAA allows 
its athletes to participate in only four 
seasons of one sport. Schner, who is 
still deciding whether he will re-enroll 
in Emory next semester, wasn’t fazed 
by the UAA’s decision. 

“It was definitely unfortunate to get 
that news,” Schner said. “Basketball is 
an essential part of our Emory experi-
ence, and Emory is not Emory to us 
without the basketball team and being 
in that locker room and putting on that 
uniform, so I’m trying to do every-
thing I can to make sure that I do put 
on that uniform again at some point.”

For others, the news ended athletic 
careers. Senior distance runner Jack 
Whetstone has now lost two seasons, 
including the outdoor track and field 
season last spring. Whetstone, too, 
expected the news, but has come to 
face reality. 

“I don’t think anyone is surprised,” 
Whetstone said. “It’s more just pour-
ing salt in the wound at this point; it’s 

something we all knew was going to 
happen. It’s no one’s fault for having to 
announce it, but it still sucks to hear.”

The UAA’s Athletics Administrators 
Committee will address the possibility 
of spring sports competition over the 
coming months. 

The day of the UAA’s announce-
ment, Emory Athletics released a 
statement, noting that “a determina-
tion regarding the feasibility of inter-
collegiate competition for Emory’s 
spring sports [...] will be made by the 
university at a later day.”

Emory Athletics also announced 
that a working group is investigating 
if and how on-campus practices and 
team-related activities can resume. 
The working group is composed of 
people from Emory Athletics, the 
Office of Critical Event Preparedness 
and Response, the Environmental 
Health and Safety Office, Student 
Health Services, the Department of 
Epidemiology, and Oxford College 
Athletics. 

— Contact Jessica Solomon at 
jessie.solomon@emory.edu

“To say we are 
disappointed with 

Emory would be an 
understatement.”

— Letter to Emory Athletics 
Department


